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2 3 MAT T. H. vii. 7. 
. AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN 100 
| — 


1 E e deſicous of a 
crop in the time of harveſt, betakes 
himſelf to the uſe of ſuch means as have 
been found to anſwer : He turns his 
field with the ableſt hands, he adds the 
richeſt manure; though he knows not, 
and will modeſtly own he knows not, 
why the acceſſion of ſuch foreign matter, 
or the breaking of a clod is ſo indiſpen- 
 fably neceſſary to the Sone of a 
grain of pets 

3 4 8 / £f 

But we, whedhoull teach you to ext; 

B tivate 
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SERMON N 
tivate that more valuable part 58 your 


| | . bh poſſeſſions, the mind, and gather fruit 


unto life eternal, are apt to talk in a higher 
| ſtrain; and not appr chending any dan- 

ger of experiments in this caſe to confute 
us, at leaſt for the preſent, we lay down 
our deciſions with the greater confidence. 
We expatiate on the ideas of rectitude 
and obligation, free-will and fate, and 
ſubſtance, corporeal, ſpiritual, and ever- 
laſting ; till the, world and it's adorable 
Author, his. attributes and eſſence, his 
power and rights and duty (I tremble to 
pronounce the word) be all brought to- 
gether to be judged before us; who ſtand, 
like infants, in admiration of the paper- 
fabrick we have raifed, and ſee the uni- 
verſal frame of nature within the little 
lines which we have drawn in the duſt: 


Not that ſpeculations on ſuch ſubjects 
are in themſelves wrong: then alone they 
become * when carried to ex- 


"Rs 
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* * ; when they engage perhaps too 
much of our attention; when in pro- 
portion as our light fails us, our pre- 
ſumption increaſes; when we grow fond 
of erecting ſyſtems and theories; when 
dye are no longer in ignorance or doubt 
on any point, nor know things any more 
in parts, but all things univerſally, with 
all their relations to every other ſubject, ' 

and as they make a part of the whole; 
when we will leave nothing unexplained; 
and in one word, when we lay greater 
ſtreſs on theſe notions of our own, than 
on the univerſal ſenſe, and general ſenti- 
ments, and maxims of mankind. 


Indeed, the conſequences of theſe con- 
ceits in Religion, and of this vain Phi- 
loſophy, are not always ſo bad in fact, as 
might be apprehended from the abſurdity 
of them. Common ſenſe and nature, 
though diſtorted by this violence, are 
making continual efforts to recover their 
B 2 bent 
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bent nd figure, and prevail frequently 

in practice againſt any theory. Juſt a8, 
alas! on the other hand, natural temper 
and paſſion exert themſelves with great 
power againſt the beſt arguments, and 
gain daily victories over well- grounded 


reſolutions, and the lawful authority of 
the erden reaſon. "Ns 


4 . 


e + ſubjects, that of Parka 
has ſuffered from the indiſcreet endea - 


vours that have been uſed to explain it. 


Matt. PX 
7 


The Seripiare ſaith, Alt and it all 5 be 
given you. The plain meaning of which 
words muſt ſurely be, That Almighty 
God may be moved by Prayer. Now if 


it ſhould happen, that we cannot well 


explain how this is done, it may ſtill be 


true: and if we have laid down ſuch 
laws for the regulation of the Divine 
Sovernment, as will not admit this doc- 


trine, we muſt alter them till they will. 
| Rs 
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If indeed we af# amrſs, that is, with u James iv, 


deln to conſume the divine gifts upon * 
our luſts, the Scripture tells us, that this 
will hinder the efficacy of our prayers; 


nay, that the prayer of the wicked is an a- . 


bomin nation unto the Lord. 


Should we even pray without this evit 
deſign, or with a very good one; ſtill 
there may be many reaſons, why we may 
not obtain that which we pray for. It 
might not be truly good for us, however 
ardently we defire it; it might be inju- 
rious or detrimental to other perſons, or 
creatures, in a manner.of which we have 
no ſuſpicion,” nor even idea; it might 
oppoſe ſome of the rules of Divine Go- 
vernment, of which we know little; or 


be even a thing 8 wn we 


1 it the, calteſt, 


Vet v we are not rh to conclude, 


that even theſe prayers are loſt and uſe-. 


B 2 . leſs, 
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. leſs; becauſe they are ſo far unſucceſsful. 0 
They may obtain for us other bleſſings 
inſtead of that which we deſired, and 
perhaps greater and better: the piety 

and faith that are expreſt in our prayers, 
whatever errour we may have fallen into 
concerning the ſubject of them, muſt be 
acceptable to our. heavenly Father, and 
tend to procure for us higher degrees of 
his favour, itſelf the greateſt of all bleſs- 

1. ings, according to the Pſalmiſt, Thy loving 

kindneſs is better than the life itſelf. And 


Prayer, as it is the exerciſe of . a devout 


temper and diſpoſition, will naturally 


encreaſe in us that diſpoſition, and make 
us more religious and better men. 


This laſt conſideration, as it is of great 
weight, ſo is it alſo of a very large ex- 
tent; theke being no faulty temper of 


mind, but what may be brought to the 
teſt and corrected by devotion; nor any 


part of the character of a good man, 
Ss „ which 


s E R M ON I. 
which by this exerciſe may not be moe, 
BENE! | 


While yo give thanks to Almighty 
God your heavenly Father for all the in- 
ſtances of his liberality and mercy ; ac- 
knowledging that you owe to him your 
life, and health, and all things ; that you 
have deſerved nothing from him but pu- 
niſhment, while he is loading you with 
benefits; that every moment of comfort 
in your life is the gift of him, againſt 
whom you have committed ſo many of- 
fences; that he watches over you, when 
you think not of him; and, when you 
| knowingly diſpleaſe him, he is ready to 
forgive; that he has given up his own 
and only begotten Son, who was 1n the 
boſom and glory of the Father, to a life 
of pain and ſorrow, and a death of ig- 
nominy and anguiſh, that you might be 
freed from the puniſhment juſtly due to 
your. el deeds, and be made happy and. 


B 4 glo- | 
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glorious to all eternity with himſelf 1 
heaven; while you give him thanks in 

this manner for his goodneſs, your hearts, 

ſurely, muſt burn within you with the 

ſenſe of it: if you were not thankful 

. before, ſuch thankſgivings muſt make 
po ſo: they will beget that pious diſpo- 

| ſition in you, from which theſe thoughts 


—_ - might naturally flow, till your minds 
| and words devoutly accord with each 

1 other, and you feel all the ſentiments of 
" gratitude and-love which you expreſs. 


+ , © _ Or when you apply to your heavenly 
F.ather for mercy and forgiveneſs; deploring 
your manifold violations. of his holy 

laws ; taking ſhame for your own weak- 
neſs, folly, depravity; acknowledging 
not only his dominion over you, and 
abſolute right to your moſt entire obe- 

dience, but the purity and excellence of 

= his commands, in themſelves moſt equit- 
= able, productive of good to all, neceſſary 
1 8 Be 
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for your own welfare, for your health, 
peace, proſperity, and honour, and for 
the enjoyment of your own mind within, 
baniſhing the terror of death, filling the 
heart with hope and aſſurance; and lead- 

ing to everlaſting felicity; when you con- 
feſs your offences againſt ſuch laws as 
theſe, and yet beg to be forgiven by him 
who ſeeth the heart, and is both a wit- 
neſs and avenger of hypocriſy and falſe- 
hood; and when you plead with the Fa- 
ther through the merits and interceſſion 
of his Son, who ſuffered willingly for 
your ſins, and was offered for you a ſa- 
crifice to God upon the Croſs; when you 
do this, you take the moſt effectual me- 
thod to make yourſelf a fit object of the 
divine mercy and forgiveneſs. "Every 
one of theſe ſentiments, which you thus 
breathe forth in his preſence, 1s reverbe- 
rated back upon your on breaſt,” and 


melts it down into repentance, and a- 
mendment. 4 


- ay - * 


It 
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It appears then, that prayer is an em- 


ployment of the greateſt uſe, having a 
natural tendency to amend the heart; 
and by conſequence, it is a moſt import- 
ant and neceſſary part of the b be of 
my r FX 


Though this be indeed true, and ſuf. 
ficient to ſatisfy the moſt ſcrupulous, 
that prayer is not a mere ceremonial, 
ſerving but to ſooth the ſuperſtitious, 
amuſe the ignorant, or employ the idle; 
but on the contrary, a reaſonable ſervice, 
and one of the natural means of moral 
and religious improvement; yet it doth 
not ſeem to be the whole account of this 
ſubject, nor even the moſt obvious way 


of conſidering it. Theſe advantages of 


prayer, however conſiderable, ariſe from 
it indirectly, and as it were by reflexion. 
Certainly, when a plain Chriſtian retires 
to his cloſet to beg the bleſſing of his 
Maker, the alteration which his prayer 


will 


— 
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effect he thinks of, or Fr from 1 


devotions. 


Nay, i this be indeed all that he is 
to expect, and he be made to compre- - 
hend it; the diſcovery, it is very poſhble, 


may be attended with inconvenience, a 
diminution of that very advantage which 
is ſuppoſed to be his only one. The 
earneſtneſs of his prayers may be check- 
ed, by the recollection of the deſign of 


them; and his fervor cooled, by the very 
conſciouſneſs that he is only nn 


ing to excite it. N 

There is ſomething delicate in the na- 
ture of the affections and paſſions; which 
are found ready enough to riſe, and ex- 
ert themſelves in all their ſtrength upon 
the appearance of their proper objects: 
they wait for no other ſignal; but are 


each in order in their ſtations, and pre- 
pared 


0 
, 


Nan 


* 
wall make in his own mind is not the 9 
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pared to execute the parts allotted them 0 
in the œconomy of nature. But if there 

is any apprehenſion of deſign or art, any 
ſuſpicion, as it were, ſpread among them 
of an intention to draw them out for 
other purpoſes than their own; they be- 
come reſerved and backward, cold and 
lifeleſs in their operations; and, in ſhort, 
diſcover in every reſpect the artour 
of an Wen obedience. 


8 * 
J< 


1 


bo A | udied, affected, een paſſion 
betrays itſelf even to the by- ſtanders: and 
much more muſt it be known, ſurely, to 
my own heart, whether I feel a ſentiment 
_ ſpringing up naturally within me, or am 
only labouring artificially and n 
to excite RES 


1 


MAT T H. vi. 7. 


As E, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU:. 
SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND. | 


o may remember a little ancient 
fable to the following purpoſe. 
An old man upon his death-bed, ſaid to 


his ſons as they ſtood round him, I am Fr 


poſſeſſed, my dear children, of a treaſure 
of great value, which, as it is fit, muſt 
now be your's: they drew nearer: Nay, 
added the fick man, I have it not here 
in my hands; it is depoſited ſomewhere 
in my fields; dig, and you will be ſure 
to find. They followed his directions, 

though 


a SERMON II. : 
though they miſtook his meaning. Trea- 
ſure of gold or filver there was none; 
but by means of this extraordinary cul- 
ture, the land yielded in the time of har- 
veſt ſuch an abundant crop, as both re- 
warded them for their obedience to their 
parent, and at the ſame time explained 
the nature of his command. 


Our Father, who is in heaven, hath 
commanded us in our wants to apply to 
him in prayer, with an aſſurance of ſuc- 
ceſs: aſe, and it ſball be given you ; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find. Now, it is certain that 

without his immediate interpoſition, were 

Ifai. iii, his ear heavy, as the ſcripture phraſe 18, 
 » that he could not hear; there is a natural 

efficacy in our prayers themſelves to work 

in our minds thoſe graces and good diſs 

politions which we beg of the Almighty, 

and by conſequence to make us fitter ob- 

zeets of his mercy. Thus it is, that we 

ask, and receive; we ſeek, and, like the 

child- 


SERMON. u. 


children of the ſagacious old intends | 
man, find alſo the very thing which we 


were ſeeking, though in another form: 
our petitions produce in fact the good 


18 


effects which we deſired, though not in 


the manner which we 1gnorantly ex- 


| pected. 


But yet, allowing this conſideration 


its full force, there is no neceſſity of 


ſtopping here, and confining the power 


of prayer to this ſingle method of ope- 
ration. Does the clear aſſurance of its 


uſe in this way preclude the hopes of 


every other advantage? Muſt we needs 


be made acquainted with all the efficacy 
of every thing that is our duty, and 
know the whole ground and reaſon of 
all the actions which Almighty God can 
poſſibly require of us ? 


- When the Iſraelites under the con- 
duct of Joſhua were commanded, upon 


heap 


- 
A | * 
* 5 2 
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s E R M O N . 
hearing the ſound of the trumpet, to 


Chap. vi. ſhout with'a great ſhout ; and the wall fell 


down flat, fo that the people went up into 


the city, every man ſtraight before him, and 
they took the city; was the reaſon of this 
command, and the operation of the means 


to be made uſe of, underſtood by all that 
were concerned? Was it the undulation 


of the air, think you, the phyſical effect of 
many concurrent voices, that overthrew” 
the walls of Jericho? or, ſuppoſe the 
people were commanded to ſhoutin token 


Heb. iv. of their Faith; (for it was by Faith, as 


„ 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that the <oalls if Je- 


ricbo fell down;) which way is it that 
Faith operates in the performance of 


fuch wonders? 


| Yau will ſay, no doubt, that theſe 
were wonders, and the caſe miraculous; 
and that we are not from ſuch extraordi- 


| nary events to draw concluſions concern- 


ing the general duties of Chriſtianity. 
The 


e i e 5087 1h 
The drought, that was in the land of 
Iſrael in the time of Elijah, I ſuppoſe no 
one will deny to have been miraculous. 
Vet we have the authority of an Apoſtle 
to conclude from it in general, that good 
men's petitions are efficacious and pow] - 
erful. Elias was à man ſubject to like paſc james v. 
ſions as we are, and be prayed earneſtly that '7- 
it might not rain; and it rained not on the 
earth by the ſpace of three years and fix 
months. What is this brought to prove? 
That the effeftual fervent prayer of a righ- 
zeous man availeth much. And is this the p 
Apoſtle's argument? The prayer of the 
Prophet produced firſt a famine, and 
then plenty in all the land of Iſrael; and 
if you, Chriſtians, exerciſe yourſelves in 
confeſſion and prayer, the diſpoſition of 
your. minds will be the better for your. 
devotions. | 


| But the prayer, concerning which t. 
James is ſpeaking, may ſeem to you to 
C be- 


* 
. belong to the ſame claſs with that of E- 
lijah, and to be the prayer of men chat 5 


; Phil. iv. 
. 
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Sonu . e n 


= 


"Hear another Apoſtle: Be be careful fi | 


ates but in every thing by prayer and 
ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your re- 


queſts be made known unto God. The plain- 


eſt places in the Scripture will be myſte- 


ries, if the ſenſe be this, that we can ex- 
pect no help from God in our diſtreſſes; 


but may try, by acts of devotion, to bring 
our own minds to a ſtate of n 


125 * contentment. 


WO: vi. 


| 5 x. 
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FORE falls to the ground without: your 


Father. The hairs of your head are num- : 
bered. Can the meaning of all this be, 
That God Almighty made the world; 


that it is not to be altered; and we muſt 


take the beſt care we can of ourſelves, 
while we ive i in it? 


Give: us this day our daily bread. Mot a 


King 


„ E . Y»: 
Ving Agri ppa, believeſf thou the Prophets? 7 
5 ſaid the great Apoſtle, arguing with e- 
 _ qual ſolidity and eloquence in defence of 
that capital doctrine, The reſurrection of 
our Lord from the dead. He deſired no 
other conceſſion, than the belief of the 
Scripture: on this foundation he under- 
took to erect che whole fabrick of 
berg . | 


\ 


Do you believe the Scriptures? If not; 

it is to no purpoſe to ſtand diſputing 
concerning the duty of Prayer, or any 
other duty commanded in the Goſpel. 
We muſt rather return back to the firſt 
principles of religion, and lay again, as 
the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, the foundation 
of faith towards ye: 475 Heb. wh 


8 | | 1. 
n there] is no occaſion for this: you are 
deſirous to go on to perfection; admit- 
ting the truth of Chriſtianity, and believ- 
ing the Scripture to be the word of God. 
G2 The 


— 
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The Scriptures teach you, that our 


Lord Chriſt being erucified, dead, and 


buried, the third day he roſe again from 


the dead. Now this is a great and 
aſtoniſhing miracle : it is a thing of which 


we have no experience: it is againſt all 
our rules and obſervations; and directly 
contrary to the eſtabliſned order of the 
world, and the courſe of nature. Yet 
you believe this. 


The 3 alſo tell you, that here- 
after your own bodies in like manner 


ſhall be raiſed from the grave, and ſtand 
before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. This 


event too, whenever it ſhall take place, 


will ſurely be another moſt amazing mi- 
racle, brought about by no rules or laws 
that are made known to us, or ever fell 


within the limits of our obſervation and 
experience. Yet we believe it; and hve, 


or ſhould do, under the influence of this 


perſuaſion. Es 
The 


E AMO m 


The ſame Scripture, to which we 


give credit, while it records paſt mira- 
cles, is equally intituled to our aſſent, 


when it predicts, as in tius inſtance, 1 mi- 
racles to come. : 


* Suppoſe then the Scriptures were to 


acquaint us, that there are miracles per- 


formed at this preſent time; but either 


at ſuch a diſtance from us, or elſe in ſuch 


a latent manner, that we could not know 


by experience, whether they were wrought 
or no; ſtill there could be no room to 
doubt: a ready aſſent muſt be yielded to 


ſuch a revelation by all who believe the 
W og 


: Nowif the Goſpel teach us doctrines, 
from which the exiſtence” of theſe mira- 
cles may be inferred; or if it command 
duties, in which theſe interpoſitions of 
Providence are ſuppoſed or implied; it 
does enough to prove the reality of them, 


C3 though 


21 


22 
though we ſee them not, any more than 
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we ſee yet the reſurrection of the dead; 
or, than we did ever behold any of thoſe 
miracles, which were performed by our 
Lord when he was here on carth. _ 


There appears to be no difficulty in 


this matter, to thoſe who believe that any 
miracles were ever wrought, that is, who 
believe the Scriptures to be true ; nor any 
inducement or occaſion to put ourſelves 


to trouble in giving hard interpretations | 
of texts, or forced and unnatural explica- 


tions of any part of our duty, in order 


John v. 
17. 


government! That he inſpects the whole 


to avoid, what can be no impediment in 
the way of a Chriſtian, the acknow- . 


ledgment of God's government and pro- f 
vidence, his particular interpoſition, and 
continual operation; as it is written, my 


Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work, * 


How magnificent is this idea of God's 


and 


* 3 * 
"as 
x 

ä 


= and every 2888 of His e every 
moment; and orders it according to the 
counſels of his infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs, by his omnipotent will! whoſe 
thought is power; and his acts ten thou- 
ſand times quicker than the light; un- 
confuſed in a multiplicity exceeding num- 
ber, and unwearied through eternity } . 
How much comfort and encourage- 
ment to all good and devout perſons are 
contained in this thought! That Al- 
mighty God, as he hath his eye conti- 
nually upon them, ſo he is employed 
conſtantly in directing, in doing what is 
beſt for them. Thus may they be ſure, 9 
indeed, that a// things work together for Rom. vii. | 
| their good. They may have the comfort, 9 
of underſtanding all the promiſes of 
God's protection, in their natural, full, 
and perfect ſenſe, not ſpoiled by that 
Philoſophy which is vain deceit. The Lord 7 i, 
ay . their ſbepbherd; not leaving x PC. Kili. 
C 4 | them '- 


DF” a Sea 1 A 
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them to chance or fate, but watching 
over them himſelf, and ogy can _ 
AE % % 1ahenl 114 


What a and of enrociagendens 18 


here, as for all manner of virtue and 


piety, that we may be fit objects of 


God's gracious care and providence, ſo 


particularly for devotion ! when we can 
reflect, that every petition of a good man 
is heard and regarded by him, who holds 


the reins of nature in his hand. When 


God, from his throne of celeſtial glory, 


iſſues out that uncontroulable command 


to which all events are ſubject, even your 
deſires, humble pious Chriſtians, are not 


overlooked or forgotten by him. The 
good man's prayer is among the reaſons, 


by which the Omnipotent is moved in 
the adminiſtration of the Univerſe. 


How little is all earthly greatneſs! how 


low and impotent the proudeſt monarchs, 


.: oF | 


ER H. 
if compared with the pooreſt perſon in 
the world, that leads but a good life 
For their influence, even in their higheſt 
proſperity, is only among weak men, 
like themſelves; and not ſeldom their 
deſigns are blaſted from heaven for the 
inſolence of thoſe that formed them: 
Is not this great Babylon, that ] have built Dan. iv. 
by the might of my power, and for the bo- 
nour of my majeſiy? While the word was . 
in the King's mouth, there fell a voice from 
heaven, ſaying, the Kingdom is departed © 
from thee. But the poor man's prayer 
pierceth the clouds ; and, weak and con- 
temptible as he ſeems, he can draw 
down the hoſt of heaven, and arm the 
Almighty in his defence, ſo long as he 
is able only to utter his wants, or can but 
turn the thought of his heart to God. 
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ACTS xvii. 27, 28. 


THAT THEY SHOULD - SEEK. THR 
LORD, IF HAPLY THEY MIGHT 
FEEL AFTER, AND FIND HIM; 
THOUGH HE BE NOT FAR FROM 

"EVERY ONE OF US: FOR IN HIM 

' WE LIVE, AND. MOVE, AND HAVE 

5} UE BEING, | | 


FP HE RE ſeems, to FS a 8 of | 
the Epicurean doctrine, unobſerv- 
ed, perhaps, by themſelves, in the no- 
tion of thoſe perſons who tell us, that it 
is a more excellent and godlike thing to 
create a world that ſhall be able to ſub- 


ſiſt 


28 
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| ſiſt of itſelf, and perform, unaſſiſted, 


every intended operation, than to pro- 
duce ſuch a ſyſtem as calls for the con- 
tinual interpoſition of it's Creator. 


It is convenient, indeed, for man to 


have his little works ſubſiſt without his 


help; becauſe he cannot help them with- 
out difficulty, and expenſe, and often 
not at all, as in diſtant places at the 


ſame moment: his attention is care, and 


his work labour; he is oppreſſed with 
weight, and diſtracted by variety. But 


to apply theſe ideas to God's government 
of his rational creatures, is ſurely to 


diſhonour both Him and them: it is at 


the ſame time to degrade the freedom of 


their will to mechaniſm, and to aſcribe 
their e to Re Almighty, 

If there be no mei Atkarbende or 
aifficulty to the Godhead in interpoſing 


in the affairs of men; why ſhould we 


queſtion 


s E R M o N m. 29 
* his agency? or be ſo anxious 
to eaſe him of what is no burden? 


But do you ſuppoſe, that the ſupreme 
Being is continually working miracles? 


The Scripture ſuppoſes, or rather aſ- 
ſerts, that he is not an unconcerned or 
indolent ſpectator of what paſſes in his 
world : can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, jer. xxili. 
that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the Lord? do 
not I fill heaven and earth, ſaith the Lord? ; 
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, Pet. ii, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers. The © 
righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them, 1 TN 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 
He keepeth all his bones, ſo that not one of Pl xxxiv. 
. them is broken. It is the ſame God that *? 1 
worketh all in all. But which of his 6. 
works you will pleaſe to call miraculous, 
is a point which, after all, may depend 
upon yourſelves. | W 


For, 


— 


* : 1 * 
4 Cow 
*% ** F 


8 E R M O N III. 
For, ſuppoſing a courſe of nature cars 
ried on according to general laws; if you 


call every act of Divine interpoſition a 


miracle, it is admitted that theſe inter- 


e by prayer n 


FI 


But if you name only thoſe ads mi- 


e by which the ſupreme Being 
cauſes, in the courſe of nature, an al- 
teration diſcernible to men; then you ſee, 


on the other hand, that his interpoſitions 


are not always miraculous; and then on- 
ly become ſo, when they are to be known 
| _ 5 AAP b ee ee tt, 


os: is it in . Sa 8 


r ſhould be innumerable events of a middle 


nature, I mean ſuch, concerning which 


-> mt; cannot-be known, but is left to be con- | 
- jeffured, with more or leſs probability, as 
the caſe may be, whether they are, or 


are not, the effects of the particular will 


1 8 E R M ON II. 
of the Almighty, changing keen 
eee vid at 1 


For his Works bendnotat our preſence; 
but go forward in their own train, re- 
gardleſs of human praiſe or cenſure; 
and being the offspring of Wiſdom, are 

content to be judged by Follix. 


Or poſſibly, it may be the very inten- _ 
tion of the Author of all things, and a 
particular purpoſe of his, to keep theſe _ f 
acts of his Providence in the degree of 


uncertainty in which they appear; as for 
reaſons known to himſelf, ſo alſo for the 
better conduct of his moral government |} 
over us; in the ſame manner as in many _ 


other material points, he neither inſtructs 1 
us with certainty, nor. yet leaves us = 
ee nn eee ; | E 

And 28 to this 4 f. nature, of . jg ; 

| which we hear ſo much, we are in abſo- = 


lute 


8 E RM ON III. 
lute and utter ignorance concerning the 
manner in which it is formed: it con- 
ſiſts, perhaps, of continual and yet diſ- 
tinct acts of the ſupreme Being, pro- 
ceeding every one from a perfect free- 
will, and the moſt deliberate choice; ſo 
that thoſe, which we call the moſt mira- 
culous interpoſitions, may be no way 
diſtinguiſhable, in the cauſe, from the 
moſt ordinary events, but only in the 
ag or the 88 to us. 


| FEY perhaps, on W contrary; (for 
- © theſe ſuppolitions are thus multiplied, to 
ſhew on every. fide the amazing extent 
of our ignorance, ſtretched out like a 
dark thick miſt to an infinite diſtance, 
and covering the Univerſe with an impe- 
netrable veil;) as we know not how any 
thing is done from its beginning, and 
can ſee but a few of the links neareſt us 
in that chain, which reaches from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting; who may take 


upon 


S E R MO N u 33 
updn him to ſay, that the ccurſe of nature 


itſelf, though carried on with the moſt 
perfect uniformity, and without freſh. 
interpoſitions of Divine Power, might 
not be ſeen to comprehend, could we. 
view 4 larger portion of it, what we now 
eſteem the greateſt miracles? The ſhoot- 
ing up of a plant, in the eye of ſuperi- 
our Beings, may be not more dal than 
the deere of the Kad. | 


1 us Ro at Jon zth, - wiſe e 
to acknowledge our ignorance of the 
ways of God; and leave theſe dark diſ- 
quiſitions, in which they Who are not 


only ignorant but vain, feel: after, but Ads xvi, © 


never ind him, though he be not far from 


every one of us. The Lord i is nigh unto all ry cxly, 


' them that call upon him; yea, all ſuch -as 
call upon him faithfully. How little ſo- 
ever they comprehend either of his na- 


ture, or his operations, they are ſure not FOE 


only of his preſence, but protection. 
N | D IS He 


- 
- : 
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pt erh. He ail fugfil"the defire' of them that fear 


19. 


- belp them; whether viſibly-or no; effec· 
tually; either by means that mix them- 
ſelves unobſerved with the courſe of e- 
vents, as the . ſmall drops of ruin are 
_mingled imperceptibly with the current; 


bim; be alſo will bear their- 9 and will 


or elſe, deſcending with ſuch abundant 


— 


marks of his power and prefence, that 


all men that ſee it, may ſay, This hath 
5 God done; gr: hey 887 e ve Aa. it is 


* Es PS. FL | Fe * 1 WF 22 = 


"ES . ” 
' 9 — * 7 13 
1 


bat "PANE of adn 


ration, and humility,” ought we to feel, 
when we reflect, that che great Lord of 

the univerſe deigns to lend an attentive . 
ceeuar to the ſupplications of men! that 
he conſiders their wants and defires ; and 
will do that which is beſt, 


for them; perhaps, what they aſk; 


if not, what they would afk, if Ty 


knew what he knows! 


. | 


and beſt 


i 6 
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And not only good men; ſinners 
alſo may hence conceive hopes fuitable 
to their ſtate; and encouragement, not 
do continue in their fins; but to repent 
of them, and call earneſtly upon God 
for mercy and forgiveneſs: ſince he is 

ready to hear and to pardon; both to 
remit to them the eternal puniſhment of 

their ſins in the world to come, and to 
ſuſpend, avert, or turn into bleſſings the 
preſent judgments, which he had hs 

pared: SN IE 


e e dj, Nuss fall l. . h th, 
verthrown.' But the people; believed God, 
and proclaimed a faft, and put on ſackcloth,” 
and cried mightily unto God. And God ſaw.. 
their works, that they turned from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil that he 
had ſaid that he woutd a unto them, . be | 
aid it not. en ee 1 | 


1 5 4 oa [ * 


There can W no doubt, but ity virtue 
95 5 D 2 tends 


SERMON III. 


| tends naturally to the preſervation and 
eſtabliſnment of a ſtate, and vice to its 
deſtruction: and is that cold maxim, think 


you, all that can be learnt from this a- 


ſtoniſhing event ? Publick vices are fre- 
quently found to be detrimental to civil 


ſocieties: was this all that the prophet 


Jonah had to deliver, when he cried, Jet 
forty days, and Nine eb ſhall be overthrown? 


And a reformation of manners, is gene- 


rally ſpeaking, and all things conſidered, 


of uſe towards the preſervation of a com- 
munity: was this the wiſe philoſophical 


= : reflexion made by the King, when he 


aroſe from bis throne, and laid his robe from 


him, and covered bim with ſackcloth," and 


| ſat in aſbes, and ſaid, Who' can tell if God 
will turn and repent," and turn away from 


his * anger, 3 we periſh not? 


L 


or is not "this true meaning of this 
- hiſtory, that which is alſo the moſt ob- 


vious? That Almighty God, in his juſtice 


and 


8 E RM ON IL 

and goodneſs, offended firſt with the ſins 
of the people of Nineveh, had decreed 
and prepared for them an exemplary 
puniſhment; and then moved by their 
repentance and prayer, put a ſtop to the 
execution of it. God repented of the evil 
that be bad ſaid that le would do unto them, 
and he did it not. The puniſhment, had 


it been inflifted, would have been the 


effect of his diſpleaſure : it was averted 
or delayed dy the EG Aa Has of his 
mercy. | 
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rnoẽ,àw RE WILL NOT "RISE. An 
. GIVE. HIM,..,BECAUSE, HR IS HIS 
FRIEND; YET BECAUSE. OF HIS. 
"IMPORTUNITY,HE WILL RISE AND 
"giv HIM AS MANY AS HR NEED 
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HEN CE, Ladies the * 3 
merit of Prayer, if this be the 
recommendation ſo particularly power - 
ful? Alt, and ye ſhall receive: Why are we 
not rather commanded to labour, that we 
may deferve? Or how, in ſhort; ſhall we 
reconcile God's undoubted regard to de- 


AY 
” : - a ! 
. 1 
1 
a | 
1 1 
* ” p 5 
— o ” * [ i 
523 fl 
= 4 4M Il 


40 8 E NMS _.' 
ſert, with the conceſſions he is repreſent. 
nk as * to importunity Al 


This may deſerve to be confjdered : 
for though Almighty God be the maſter 
of his own favours; and free, ſurely, 
to beſtow them whereſoever he pleaſes, 
without aſſigning to any one a reaſon, 
| beſides his own will; according to that 
UB Math. of the houtholder in the'parable, I it 
. not lawful for” me to do what T will with 
| mine own? and though, \ whenever he has 
been pleaſed to annex any conditions to 
be performed on our parts, or appojnt 
means to be uſed, as prayer, or any o- 
ther, we have no choice left, but to 
comply, and be thankful; yet when we 
are able to go further, and can diſcern, 
m ſome degree, the reaſons on which 
ſuch divine appointments are grounded, 
our meditations will be well and profit- 
ably employed on ſuch a ſubjecdt. The 
viſdom of the ſupreme Governor muſt, 
ren + Q | in 


8 E R M O N I. 


in any caſe, be contemplated with deligt 


and admiration; but with devotion alſo 
and gratitude, when it is his wiſdom in 
that part of his adminiſtration under 


which we live, and in thoſe - laws: " 


| een ourſelves are „ 1815 


--Birſt ER whe our kay Father 
lends a gracious ear to the peritions of 


his children, He is not inattentive "to 
their 'bebaviour,” or regardleſs of their 
merit. If you be a good man, your 
good works, you may be ſure, are all 


treaſured up in his remembrance, and 


will be brought forth, in due time, to 
your everlaſting triumph. wm 
Secondly, Wo are ob 10 lay aſide 
your endeavours, when you have recourſe 


to your prayers: you are to be as dili- - 


gent and prudent, as if all depended on 
yourſelf; and as devout and-earneſt,' as 
if your own endeavours, without God's 


— 9 


941 help, 


1 


5% 1 N 0 "aw | 
ebe erl. alli: were inſignificant; as they are. 42 
man beart deviſeth bis * but the 2nd | 
„ eee en 2 


14 


EL - Thirdly, Much AY nar on. rity; 
| are you to throw away your piety and 
religion ; which were a ſtrange contra- 
diction : but rather you are to be very 
religious and holy, that your petitions 
may be the more efficacious, The power 
of prayer is to be added to that of a pious 
James v. Jie it is the fervent prayer of @ righteous 
nan that availeth much : while, the ſacri- 
27. = Cre of the wicked is abomination ; how much 
EE Dy more, when he e it with a akon 2 


- 'y 
% 


Fourthly, Prayer, or it deſerves not 
the name, has in it's compoſition. ſome 

ingredients, in the fight of God, and in the 
eye of reaſon alſo, of n Me” oe 
ER, ee er 
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8 E R M 0 N IV. 43 
The one is Faith: The. Lord is nigh 1 cxlv, 
unto all them that call upon him; yea, all © 
ſuch as call upon bim faithfully. Without 3 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe bim: for ble 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that di.. 
ligently ſeek bim. Abraham: believed God, 8 
and be counted it to him for righteouſneſs * iv, 
Was pleaſed with it, as he is with every? 
thing that is right, and good, and ex- 
cellent, and that in proportion to it's 
goodneſs; or even eſteemed ſuch Faith 
in him as the fulfilling of all righteouſ- 
neſs: as it is, indeed, both intrinſically 


right, and the great principle from Nen 
all OE Tele | 


Almighty Grd | is not the objec: 6a our 
corpoteal ſight : Vet it were abſurd ta 
addreſs ourſelves to one, that has no Be- 

ing, or is nat preſent, or cannot help, . 
or concerns not himſelf with our affairs, | 
or is inflexibly reſolved to be our ene- 
5210 5 my. 
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my. When we pray therefore, we ſup-' | 
. poſe that there is nothing of all this; 
baut, on the contrary,” that he has a true 
and real Being, and is every where pre- 
ſent through the whole world and uni- 
| Heb. xi. verſe; we perform this duty, as ſeeing 
Hin ubo is inuiſible. When we pray, we 
bdelieve that God hears the ſupplications 
of thoſe that call upon him; that his 
power is infinite; that the frame of na- 
ture is of his making, and ſtill in his 
hand; and that he hath reſpect unto his 
own work; is not only beneficent and 
liberal, but patient and of great pity, 
ready and deſirous to forgive thoſe that 
return, and reward thoſe that ſeek him. 
Now theſe thoughts and ſentiments wit 
reſpect to the ſupreme Being, are both 
right in themſelves, and honourable to 
him; and, together with thoſe which 
more particularly belong to revealed re- 
ligion, (reliance upon his promiſes, the 
acknowledgement of his - overflowing. 
An infinite 


EY S ER MO N IV. 3 
infinite mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, and of his 
grace in the miſſion of his Spirit, and the 
expectation and ardent deſire of that ſpi- 
ritual everlaſting felicity brought'to light 
by the Goſpel, ) they make up the ſubſtance - 
of a juſt way of thinking upon the 

greateſt and moſt important ſubject in 
the world; and are the foundation of the 
moſt exalted affections, which knit the 
heart to God, and fill it with his love: 

and is it ſtrange, that prayer, which ſup- 
poſes theſe thoughts, flows! from them, 
expreſſes, cheriſhes, and inflames them; 
ſhould: be a duty well pleafing to that 
gracious Being, who loves, and deſires to 
be beloved by us? or, that he ſhould 
appoint it as one of the means of ob- 
taining his approbation, and all thoſe 

bleſſings, whatever they be, ſupernatural 
or common, of the world to come, or 
of this preſent, pertaining either to [fe or 2Pet.i 3. 
godlingfe, which he beſtows in the wil-, 
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e the grace of humility, to ac-· 
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25 
| dom of his e eee 
25 eee 
; There is 400 W in Wen __ 
: chis is another ſtrong reeommendation 
of it to him, of whom it is ſo often 
James iv. written, that be Fare the. ae and Z 
2 7 et v. 5. eo AE 10 Lone RR FN 2103 
34. 
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knowledge that God is ftronger than 


man: but it is the humility and contri» 


tion of the heart, that gives force to 
prayer; and this OW. in e or 
4 dec. a 6 


The hardeſt pie is _- 85 bumble i in 5 


prot Mit when every thing ſucceeds 


beyond your moſt ſanguine expectations, 
to aſcribe nothing to yourſelves, to your 


own conduct, ſagacity, merit; to look 


+ ; 4 ; . "WA" up 0 


E N Nr. oy. 
up to che fupreme Diſpoſer of events 

with an eye of gratitude, expreſſive of 
the deepeſt ſenſe, both of his wm 
* e ere eee | 


10 thee, Loma, be all ale ed al 
glory for every thing we poſſeſs. Thou, in | 
truth, art the only poſſeſſor of all: and 
we have ſeverally ſuch portions of what. 
is thine intruſted to us, as thou in 
mercy and wiſdom ſeeſt meet. We are 
only what thou art pleaſed to make us, 
except ſo far as we are wicked: and to 
thee is owing every event that befals us, 
but the Juſt puniſhment of our evil 
deeds, which we muſt impute to ourſelves. 
Us indeed thou Tpareſt; thou haſt prepared pr xxl. 
4 table before us, anointed our head with 5: 
«al, and our cup is full: yet remember we 
our offences together with thy goodneſs; 
how little we have deſerved, While we 
receive ſo much. We deſire to be thank- 
ful, obedient, humble; to love thee, who 
9 haſt 


re haſt ing loved us; and, as thou didſt | 
love us in deed, and not in word, to live 
to . thee, and for the good of others 


thou haſt made us able, and do to them 
as thou haſt done to us. The higher 


. Prov. 1. 


32. 


* 
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whom we would aſſiſt and comfort, as 


thy favour raiſes us, the more we bend; 
hearkening, to the deſires and wiſhes of 


the loweſt of thoſe, who are thy.children, 


—— 


Father, i in, common with ourſelves. The . 


proſperity of Foals ſball deſtroy them. O let 


not our wealth produce intemperance, or 


avarice; our power, pride; our autho- 


rity, inſolence; ſucceſs, ſecurity, and 


forgetfulneſs of God. Tis not with- 
out awful apprehenſions, that we reflect 
even upon thy goodneſs. The ſtream of 

21 divine bounty by which we live, let us 
not be overwhelmed by it; and undone 
by that mercy which is with thee, and for ; 


which thou art to . e 


The eee 
| ſuit= 
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ſuitable to a ſtate of 4s /fireſs are expreſſed © 
in few words by him, who was the great- 
eſt example at the ſame time both of 
ſuffering and ſubmiſſion. He who was Joh. i . 
in the beginning with God, and was God, 
| being become man, and about to be be- 
_ trayed, forſaken, blaſphemed, and cru- 
_ , cified, though he could have command- 

ed all the Hoſts of Heaven, utters but 
theſe words, Father, let this cup paſs from ya, 
me; nevertheleſs, not as * will, but as thou i. 39. 
wilt. | | 


SER- 


THE LORD TURNED THE CAPTIVt- 


TY OF JOB, WHEN HE PRAYED FOR 
HES nes. | 


Mo N the overs coritpatiters 
A A for the Throne of a certain an- 
cient. Kingdom, in order to put an 
amicable end to the conteſt, and at the 
ſame time to gefer the deciſion of it n 
dome ſort to Heaven, it was agreed, that 
Ae ſhould be the ſucceſsful candidate, 
wþo ſhould firſt behold the rays of the 


E 2 oY riſ- 


SERMON V. 


riſing Sun. 80 while the reſt were 
gazing with their eyes fixed on that part 
of the horizon where they expected the 
great Luminary of the Day, the God of 
Perſia, to aſcend; one of the number 
bore away the royal prize by turning his 


face toward the weſt. He diſcovered a 


ſtream of the Sun's beams by reflection 
from the ſummit of a mountain, or the 
pinnacle of a temple, before any part of 
his orb was yet viſible by a direct . 


This up . pri e — alit- 
tle allegory, rather than of true hiſtory : 
and it is poſſible, the meaning may 
be this; that he who carried the crow] n 
in that competition, ſuceeeded by not 
appearing too forward and eager in the 
purſuit. He modeſtly: declined, he turn- 
ed his face away from that great digni- 


ty; and for thee lg n it met bim IT. 


4 1 8 


5 — - Runtque poiifimum, LY a as 8 
quĩ ſolem orientem primus vidiſſet. Juſtin. 
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with the more willingneſs. The an 
which we deſire the moſt ardently; are 
not always to be demanded eagerly. Ex- 
treme ſelfiſhneſs is often the cauſe of 1 its 
on diſappointment. The greedy go 
away unfed; while he that  ſeattereth, 1. Prov. xl. 
creaſeth,” and wel liberal are loaded with + 
ki 0 T5 
27 be r ede unto Sabo ; * 
God ſaid, Aſt what I ſhall gi ve thee. And 
Solomon ſaid, Thy ſervant is in the midf of 
thy people whim thou haſt choſen, a great 
people, that cannot be numbered, nor counted 
for multitude': give therefore thy ſervant an 
underſtanding beart. And God ſaid unto 
him, Becauſe thou haſt aſked this thing, and 
haft not aſted for thyſelf long life, neither 
baſt aſted riches for thyſelf, nor haſt aſtel 
tte life of thine enemies, but underſtanding 
to diſcern judgement ; Behold, I have done. 
atcording to thy words; lo, I have given 1560 
thee a 1 and underſtanding heart: and I | 
_ 3 N have 
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have alſo given the tht which th hott 
* n ; 


"ns aher is the Re" n 
8 ny Modeſty ! the liberal 


hand, and the difintereſted boſom! Even 


dee recciver divides the glory with his 


divine Benefactor; and his generous 
concern for others, returns with accu- 


mulated eee and . p00 


Es, himſelf, 


ids to * 1 1 Teh, Under 
the preſſure of his great calamities and. 
afflictions, he applied himſelf, and no 
wonder, to God by prayer; and being a 
good man, we may be allowed to ſup- 
poſe, that his petitions were not fruitleſs. 
But the petition which atchieved- his re- 
covery, or, however, that which-he-way 
offering up at the moment in which it 
pleaſed Almighty God to accompliſh it, 
was a petition for other perſons... It is 
| writ- | 


2%wqn M N O | 
written, be Lard turned: the: 6 
of Job, when he prayed for bis _—_ 825 


ben nne is this inſtance of God's 
— what luſtre doth it reflect 
upon that part of our applications to 
him, which we allot to the benefit. f 
our brethren. Von obſerve, that this 
eminent pattern of piety and of patience 
had hean both frequent and earneſt in 
his ſupplicatiops in his own: favour; 
complaining, pleading, and, like att 


my grief were tharaughly weighed! it ould * * 
be. beavier than the ſand; and iy words are 
fwallowed up. O that I might have my res 
queſt, that God would grant me the thing 

| that I long for ! Why haſt thou ſet me as a 

mark againſt thee? I will ſpeak in the 
bitterneſs f my ſoul ; Is it good unto thee, 

| #bat thou fbouldeſt oppreſi ? that thou ſbould- 
3 work of thine band Remem- , 

ber, I bejeech thee, that thou. ot Se oy 5 

E 4 as 


ther Jacob, wreſtling with God. O that 2 23 4 | 


N N VS. 
85 1 EH me into wt 
again? a 


| Job, we ſee, was ſufficiently vehement 


in his own behalf: and yet, as if his 


expoſtulations were all in vain, Though 


i. ſpeak, faith he, ny grief is not affwaged : 
and though ] forbear, what am I eaſed? God 


bath delivered me up to the ungodly. He. 
breaketh'me with breach upon breuch. MY 


| face'is foul with weeping, and on my eye- 


lidi is the ſhadow of death. I have ſaid to 


- *, +." corruption, thou art my father; to the worm, 
t thou art my mother and my fiſter. | God hath 
© overthrown'me: I cry out of wrong; but I 


am not Beard; 1 cry aloud, but * 15 10 
e k 


Not that this was fridtly true z or that 
his petitions even for himſelf were utterly: 


_ without effect. God Almighty had mer- 


cy in ſtore; though he kept it back from 
him all the long time that he was mak- 
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ing the moſt pathetic! ſupplications for 
himſelf, and then beſtowed it when he 
began to pray for others: The Lord turn- = 1 
ed the captivity f Job, "when be APY om” 2M 
mi, , ee e = 


| SENS. 2 
| dw theſey very ia a8 they are here 
| ſtyled, hardly merited ſo favourable an 
appellation; accuſing him of crimes he 
had not committed; and upbraiding him 
with thoſe puniſhments of his ſins, whieh 
were, indeed, the trials of his virtue. - 1 
And he was ſenſible of all the bitterneſe 
of their reproaches: Te overwhelm-.the Job: vi. = 
 Fatherleſs ;. ye dig a pit for your friend. * 3 
Tf your:ſoul were in my ſouls fead, I could © 
heap up words againſt you, and ſhake mine 
bead at you. But I would firengthen you 
with my mouth; and the moving of. my. lips 
Should aſſage your grief. |, He teareth me 
in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnaſheth 
upon me with bis teeth: mine enemy Ae. q 
eth bis eyes upon me. 7900 


vet 


"© 2 
# K 
i * 
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3 a 
Vet was it required of Job to become 
the intercaſſor far theſe very perſons, and 
to beg for them the forgiveneſs. of thoſt 
' gainſt himſelf. And then, at laſt; after 
this illuſtrious teſtimony of his charity, 
added: to thoſe of his patience and piety, 
the height, and appeared in all their 
glory; then it pleaſed the wiſdom and 
merey of God, breaking forth out of 
_ obſcurity, and made conſpicuous by his 
_ Judgments, - nie, and double his 
dee. e e e 


he this 8 of waking ay | 
eeflion to Almighty God in favour '6f 

others, muſt naturally be of uſs to the 
petitioner; if it be of any uſe to him to 
| Have his mind improved in virtue, in che 
moſt generous and noble diſpeſitions, 
and every ſeatiment chat belongs to the- 
rn hens of Charity. He cannot 
_ 
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but increaſe his benevolence, while he 
gives this proof of it, and mixes it with 
His religion. When he is ſupplicating the 
throne of Grace in behalf of other men, 

for all manner of bleſſings for them, 
temporal, ſpiritual, and everlaſting; can 

he wiſh them evil? or ever after h it? 
Doth 'the ſame fountain ſend forth ſweet 
water, and bitter? Can rancour conſiſt 
with ſuch petitions, and dwell in a heart 
that is capable of theſe thoughts and de- 
fires? Whatever be the event of his ſup- 
plications with regard to thoſe, who are 

the ſubject of them; they cannot come 

back empty: his requeſts for them will 

at leaſt be ſacceſsful for himſelf, and his pc xxx 
W return into os own adams a 


39 


Indeed eee, and the exerciſe of 
any part of piety, has a natural tenden- 
ey to quell thoſe'tumults, and curb that 
ſelfiſnneſs of the mind, which are the 
| ſources of injuſtice. The mere reflec- 
| tion, 
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tion, that we are God's creatures; as other 


men are, and depend upon him as they 
do, and muſt be judged by him along 
with them, and enter ſo ſoon upon a 
ſtate of never ending felicity or puniſſi- 


ment; theſe reflections muſt always tend 
to cool our contentions about little mat - 
ters, to reduce us to order, and, in ſhort, 


to make us 4 fo others, as 402 would they 


fould do to us; which is a deſcription of 


the whole of our duty to them. But 
when to theſe general ſentiments of piety 


and equity, we add thoſe tender feelings, 


which will naturally ariſe within us while 
we make ourſelves interceſſors with our 
common Father for ſome particular per- 


| ſon among Our brethren, One, it may be, 


2 Cor. vi. 


12. 


who has meant or done us wrong, who 
purſues us with injuries undeſerved, with 
calumniesunprovoked; we ſhall then learn 


the power of ſuch prayers better than 
by words; ſhall be no longer fraiten- 
ed, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, in aur own bow- 

0 | els : 


ENO . 
els: our hearts will be enlarged, to cor- 
| reſpond, according. to our meaſure, with 
the divine charity; till we apprehend that, FRI 
for which alſo we are apprehended; catch © 
the ſame ſpirit, by which the Redeemer - 4 
was moved to lay hold on us; and know Eph. ii, 


2 the love 4 Chr 8 which paſſeth knowledge. 9 
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| LT IL-0 5 
x EXHORT, THAT FIRST OP. ALL, 
" SUPPLICATION'S, PRAYERS, IN- 
TERCESSTONSs, AND (GIVING or 

- THANKS BR MADE FOR ALL MEN. 


HE ſocial affections, which lead 
directly to the general good, are 
the ſourees of the higheſt ſatisfaction to 
the individual; and the devotions and 

prayers, which are offered up to God for 
others, are thoſe which bring down the 
greateſt graces and bleſſings on the peti- 
tioner. Vou do not wonder to ſind fea- 
tures of -reſemblance between Morality 
| 2 DS, and 
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and Religion, two very nearly related, as 
| well as inſeparable pans, 3 


A wiſe man,therefores would cultivate 1 


in his mind a regard to others, were it 


only out of reſpect to himſelf; and a 
pious Chriſtian is frequent in the exer- | 
ciſe of interceſſion, for thẽ amendment 


of his own heart, and the increaſe of 


his happineſs, both naturally, and by the 
divine bleſſing. We are content to per- 
ſuade-men to matual kindneſs, upon any 
principle; and bring them into a happy 
habit of generoſity, whatever may be 
the motive to it. The harſhneſs that is 
in the original ſeed, may wear out by 
cultivation, and the root of Selfiſhneſs | 
yield the N of Love. 10 | 
erben ban to 24, jute to the 
doctrines of Scripture, and give pleaſure | 
to the generous mind, we may ſafely 
ah; that there is yet another argument 
PHE -; in 
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in recommendation of this duty of In- 


terceſſion; and that is, the welfare and 
happineſs of thoſe perſons, who are the 
ſubje& of your prayers. There is ground 
to hope, that they may reap benefit from 


this act of your charity, and be reward- 


ed openly for the petitions which you 
put up for them in private. 


Yes ſurely ; and what occaſion for this 


_ caution? (as a plain man might be apt to 


argue 3) for if my interceſſion can be of 


no uſe to them, why do I make it? For 
your own ſake, replies the philoſophical 
Chriſtian, and for the exerciſe and im- 
provement of your charity, — Can my 
charity be employed, when all the bene- 
fit is to be confined to myſelf? Is it cha- 
rity, to introduce into my prayers the 


names of other perſons, without any 
view to their advantage? — Why, yes: 
becauſe, ſpeaking of them as perſons to 
whom you wiſh well, you bring your 

F mind, 


E NK N . 
mind to a better temper towards them; 
and learn to take pleaſure in their wel- 
fare, though you do nothing to promote 

it: you will, indeed, be the readier to 
promote it yourſelf,” if ever it ſhould be 
in your power; but you expect no ad- 
dition to be made to their happineſs, 
in conſequence merely of your deſire 
of it. ot | 


— 


* 


But if this then, might he not aſk; 
is to be my real aim and intention when 
I am taught to pray for other perſons, 
why is it that I do not plainly ſo expreſs 
it? Why is not the form of the petition 
brought nearer: to the meaning? Give 
them, ſay I to our heavenly Father, 
what is good: but this, I am to under- 
ſtand, will be as it will be, and is not for 
me to alter. What is it then that IJ am 
doing? I am deſiring to become charit- 
able myſelf. And why may I not plainly 
ſay ſo? Is there ſhame in it, or impiety? 
. The 


8 E R M ON VI. 
The wiſh is laudable; wh ſhould I 
form defgne: to hide it? * 


Oris it, 3 better to be brought 5 


about by indirect means, and in this 
artful manner? Alas! who is it that I 


would impoſe on? From whom can it 


be in this commerce that I deſire to hide 
any thing? When, as my Saviour com- 


mands me, I have entered into my cloſet, yy. vi. 
and ſhut my door; there are but two par- * 


ties privy to my devotions, God, and my 
. own heart; which of the two am I de- 
cerving ? 


Cannot the ſerious ſacred purpoſes of : 


| religion be anſwered, and proper diſpo- 
ſitions wrought in us, without the garb of 
diſſimulation, even with our Maker? muſt 
we accuſtom ourſelves to apply to him in 
words, that convey not our real meaning: 


Is there not too much refinement in 
F 2 theſe 
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dene x vi. 
theſe interpretations? a mixture of that 


 phileſo , which the Apoſtle Paul joins 
with vain deceit ; by which Chriſtians are 


"—_ ii. ſpoiled after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world? - I fear, in ano- 
: ther place ſays that great and truly learn- 
2 Cor. xi, ed Apoſtle, left as the ſerpent beguiled Eve 
3 through bis ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be 
corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in 
Chrift > that amiable Character, which 
attends alike both upon Yurb and Vir- 
tue; which is ſeen with ſo much appro- 
baation in a Chriſtian's ie, and equally 
— adorns the doctrines of his Goſpel. 


I Tim. jj. 1 exhort, that firſt of all, ſupplications, 
„ prayers, interceſſons, and giving of thanks 
be made for all men; for kings, and for all 

that are in authority : — Why? — that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godlineſs and honefly. Is it a peaceable 

heart only, and a loyal temper, think 
you, that we are to cultivate in ourſelves 


by 


| $'E'R 'M'O NW MW. 
by ſuch ſupplications and prayers? Or do 
we put up theſe petitions to the heaven- 
Iy King, in hopes that the Kings of the 
Earth at leaſt, may hear of them; and, 
by this artful management of our devo- 
tions, we may obtain from them what 
we ſeem to aſk of another hand? Or 
what other unnatural interpretation have 
you, in order that all may be performed 
according to the na of nature? 5 


Or can you 3 up, at laſt, with this 
plain ſenſe; grounded, however, upon 
another text of Scripture? ? That fince | 
the King's heart is in the hand of the Lord, Prov: xa, 
and be turneth it whitherſoever he will, 
we therefore pray that he will fo turn 
it, that Chriſtians who lead their life 

in godlineſs and honeſty, may be allowed 
alſo to lead it in quietneſs and . 


But can we ſuppoſe the ſupreme Being 
thus violently to invade his own works, 


. and 
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and overrule the minds of his cteatutes 


whom he hath made free? where hence- 


forth is their blame or merit? and ee 
is Ay * r n er 


* 
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whereof we are made, and puniſheth us 
always leſs than our iniquities deſerve. He 


will not require brick without affording 


firaw, nor call us to anſwer, but ſo far 
as he knows we are accountable. Ns 


The do dene of buman Both is a a ſub. 
ject attended with many otherdifficulties ; 


and, indeed, is to a very great degree in- 
| explicable: yet is this no diſturbance to 


us; but in our commerce with each 
other, we proceed without ſcruple, and 


without danger, under the perſuaſion 
of it. ä | 


-_ 


x 


And as the belief of Man's Freedom 
is admitted in the conduct of human life; 
| "9092", 1%. 6 
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the doctrine of the Divine Providence is 
not leſs eſſential to religion. There may 
be difficulties here too; and no wonder, 
on ſuch a ſubject; the nature and go- 
vernment of the infinite Being; his den: I 
erees eſtabliſned from eternity, his fore- >, 5 
knowledge that cannot err; his will con- | 
troling all,.and his juſtice puniſhing the 
wicked.- Points like theſe, of which we ; 
muſt needs conceive very imperfectly, may 
be explained, till they become contradictory; 
and then raiſed up into gigantick objec- 
tions. Which if we have dexterity e- 
nough to deal with, by the help of ſi- 
milar weapons, and the ſame learning 
of words, it is very well. But theſe 
difficulties, if they cannot be anſwered, 
muſt be overruled. It is neither ſo eaſy, 
nor ſo important, to be able to unravel 
ſuch intricacies, as to hold faſt the form 2 Tim. i, 
of ſound words, - Almighty God is the ' 
original Author of our life and happi- , 
neſs ; for which we are obliged to him. 
He was the true, the only proper Agent 
F 4 in 


Pſ. ex. 


55 xxxiv. 
15. 


in the firſt formation of Things; and is 


government of what he made. He flum- 


14 


ſtill employed in the preſervation, and 


- bereth not, nor ſleepeth. Hts eyes are over 
the righteous, and his ears open to their pray- 


ers. And this not only when they pray 


for themſelves, but for other perſons: 
perſons abſent, and unacquainted with 


what is doing in their behalf; who yet, 
whether you can explain it by phyſical 


cauſes or no, receive real benefits and 


© bleflings from the merciful Providence of 


God, and throughghe prayers and piety of 
good men. Of this there are many in- 
ſtances upon record in Holy Scripture: 
the precepts of our Lord, and the duties 
of our religion ſuppoſe and imply it: 


it is contrary to no truth made known 


to us by experience, or reaſon: and we 
muſt hold it as an acquiſition too. Vas 
luable to be given up to the clamour of 
Infidels, or the obſcure: ſpeculations of 
the e Believer. 


8 ER. 


JAMES e 
| PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER, 0 


2 


'S 


1 in fayour of o- 
ther perſons is, no doubt, highly ad- 
vantageous to ourſelves; as it tends na- 
turally to increaſe in our minds a cha- 
ritable and pious diſpoſition; the great- 
eſt of all graces and virtues, and the 
moſt efficacious means of bringing down 
the divine bleſſing on our head, both in 

this world, and that which is to come. 


1 
1 


But 


»* 
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But though theſe are great benefits | 
ariſing from ſo virtuous an exerciſe, and 
ſufficient, ſurely, to recommend it to all 
perſons, who defire to be good and hap- 
py; yet they are neither the only effects 
to be expected from it, nor are they, in- 
deed, the direct, proper, and natural end 
which we have in view, when we draw 
near the throne of the divine Grace, to 
diſcharge at once this office of Piety to 
our Creator, and Charity to our fellow- 
cr eatures. ' | 
When we pray to God for other men, 
the direct object of our deſires is, furely, 
their welfare and happineſs; as when we 
pray to him for ourſelves, we deſire our 
own. We beg him to bleſs our parents, 
wives, children, friends, and even our 
enemies; becauſe we truly deſire, that 
they may be bleſſed: and our prayers; 
we hope, are the way, or one way at 
| leaſt, to obtain for them this ineſtimable 


trea- 


s E R MO N vn. : 


treaſure, the favour. and muy” of the 
RN: 


But it may be faid, that Almighty 


_ God, being righteous and juſt, muſt deal 


with every perſon according to his deſert: 
| when we intercede, therefore, for the 


good and virtuous, our prayers are ſu- 
perfluous; and when we pray for the 
© wicked, our application mult be in vain. 


* 


But, alas! what are our vaunted view ; 
tues, that call for rigid juſtice? We have 


deſerved very little beſides ſhame and pu- 
niſhment: and if our Judge ſhould be 
extreme, as the Scripture ſpeaks, 20 mark 
what is done amiſs, who may abide it? 


Pſ. enn 


Is it for us to require ſuch exact mea- 


ſure; and ſhut out the overflowings of 
the divine mercy ? Has the Lord of all 
things fewer rights, than any earthly 


maſter ? who having been firſt juſt, has 


leave to be liberal; and after he hath left 


no 


* 4< 


1 
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no ſervice without a fit recompenſe, may | 
rag XX, 4 what he will with his own. 


ad 


Büt ydu think, perhaps, that it would 
= - be a mote eminent exerciſe, if. not of 
1 Juſtice ſtrictly ſpeaking, yet of govern- 
ment; if the ſupreme and perfect Ruler 
would not make uſe of ſuch arbitrath 

rights, as weak men delight in; but ac- 
cording to the abſolute Rectitude of his 
nature, would be pleaſed to confine him- 
ſelf to the preciſe rule of right; making 
the felicity of every moral agent through- 
out the Univerſe moſt accurately propor- 
tionable to his 1 improvement in the you 
x 3 ir of virtue. 


Bebdld even to the moon, and it Jhineth 
not; yea, the ſtars are not pure in his fight + 
how much leſs man, that is a worm! yet can 

we fit and dictate to that wiſdom, which 
reacheth from everlaſting to everlaſting ; 
with ſcarce a meaning to the orders we 


iſſue 


8 ER M ON vn. 
iſſue out, and in the moſt profound ig- 


norance of what is good, ieee, 
de poſlible! 


Nothing is to be given to any moral 
agent, but for his merit! He is to be 
made, I ſuppoſe, without it. His crea- 
tion, and the faculties proper for his 
nature, are capital gifts, and the foun- 


dation of all that are to follow; yet 


| theſe you will allow to be conferred for 
nothing ; or, at leaſt, for nothing that he 
himſelf can have done to purchaſe them. 
This, we perceive, you conſent to; be- 
cauſe from the nature of the thing, in 
this caſe, your rule is not applicable, 


But you require all moral agents to be 
created in the ſame rant; and endowed 
with equal powers and faculties at firſt, 


till they ſhall have raiſed themſelves by | 


their behaviour? 


ls is. | | 
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That may happen to be long. And 


in the mean time there may be left a v ft 


void of Being, where ſuperiour faculties 
may-even be wanted, might however be 
poſſeſſed, and well applied alſo, to the 
immenſe increaſe of the ſum of univer- 


ſal felicity, and even virtue. So that 


while you are thus a friend to virtue in 
appearance, you put a ſtop to.the moſt 


magnificent diſplay of the divine powers, 
to the profuſion of bliſs, and wide extent 


and infinite multiplication. of that very 
moral excellence, which you are ſo aſſi- 
duous to Nees. 


But moral creatures of the ſame rank 
and claſs of Being, theſe at leaſt, you 
are ſure, ought to be treated all in the 
ſame manner, and diſtinguiſhed only af- 
ter they have deſerved It? 


All men, for example, ſhould be en- 
dowed with equal capacities of body and 
mind, 


SER MO N VII. 

mind, and have the ſame advantages of 
education, fortune, health, pious parents, 
and good examples? But we find men 
do differ in theſe things, and in many 


others, which muſt have great influence 


on their condition, even in the world to 
come, as far as we can judge, if we judge by 
their improvements in piety and virtue. 


We make no ſcruple to thank Al- 
mighty God for the light of the Goſpel, 
and for the happineſs, we think, we have 
in being born in a Chriſtian country; 
and we perſuade ourſelves without any 
difficulty, that our lot is the more fa- 
vourable on this account with reſpect to 


this world, and eſpecially that which is 
to come. Vet all other men have not this 


advantage. The greateſt part of men that 
have yet been born, died before the 
Goſpel was preached; and the greateſt 


part of thoſe who are now alive, it is 


probable, have hardly ever heard of it. 
5 th So 


. 
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80 that you ſee, how excellent ſoever 
your rule may ſeem to be, there muſt be 


ſome flaw in it: for Almighty God ap- 


pears not to guide himſelf by it; and 
yet we make no doubt but he doth right, 


and acts both ne and * 


Would you carry the objection y 
further? Ves, it is juſt poſſible to add, 
allowances may be made for all theſe in- 
equalities 'at the day of Judgment; ſo 
that finally, and upon the whole, nothing 


. may prevail but virtue; and that be 


weighed and rewarded with the utmoſt 


. and exactneſs. 


And what do you infer from this? 


not ſurely, That no one can receive either 


benefit or diſadvantage from any perſon be- 
Ades himſelf. The poor man, we hope, will 
be conſidered for his patience, when he 
appears before the great Tribunal: And is 
it therefore no charity to relieve him? Is 
there 


s E A M U N vie 
cliere hö haffh one in the world by ill 


| examples, beczufe tlie ſtrength ef this 


temptation, and of every other, will one 
THF be attended to? Can 1 do no tian 


any $o6d Upon earth, becauſe he is Bete 


after to Be judged With Jaſtice? What is 


t then we live för? 6r why have We in 


Setiptüre {6 many exhoftatloris to 2 5 ; 


_ works; to: POO to h6ſpitality, to 
_ Marty; to feed the: hgry, tothe the 


- * : 
81 


naked; to VE tlie ſith and imp rifoned” N 


FO EET" Ad che Wd if el . 
fiction? Ho-, inddeeff, thotuld 1 rate | 
or Edfiate tu graecae thy 
On breaſt, I 1 111800 that it can have no 


object? Of WII ſo uch as thin even 


of Juſtice; if w fan es can eher be e 4 5 


. 


* l 1 1 
* „ ly — 
— + "Ik 3 9 N 
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That no one can receive good or barm from 


any berlin 8 aftions but bis own, whatgy 2 


maxim it be deduced. from, muſt be 
G wrong: 


1 
1 E 
1 . * 
1 


FO Kindneſs, as his inſtrument } in conferring 
on other perſons ſo many and ſuch. im- 

| : portant. benefits; he may uſe our ſexvice 
here too, if he ſees fit; z and to our en- 

a deavours may require us to add alſo our 

; prayers for their adyantage. And our 
interceſſions with him may be as much 
the regular and neceſſary means of ob- 
taining for them ſome bleſlings; as our 
labour or benefactions are the means, by 


4 which they become Poſſeſſed of others. 


A M 0 N OW 


wrong: it is either not true, or wi 


my and act as if. 1t were Hake 
| Wit 794 15 28 191 


2 * 3 


Since Almighty God hath. . our 


HUN in the power c of each other, to 
ſo great a degree as ye ſee he hath ; he 
may have done the ſame thing 8 
or in other inſtances. If he is pleaſed 


viſibly to make uſe of our zood. will and 


The world is God's world; and the 
courſe of nature is what he makes bn. - 


5 Let 


SERMON VII. 

Vet ſometimes a poor man is left to want 
bread, you ſee, except you give it him; 
and mercy, for aught you know, except 
you alk it for him. 


Upon the whole therefore it appears, 
firſt, That the prayers of pious perſons 

have an influence with that great Being 
to whom they are addreſſed, and an effi- 
cacy in obtaining what 1s deſired of him; 
though there may, no doubt, be reaſons 
of ſuch weight in ſome inſtances, as to 


obſtruct the ſucceſs of their petitions: 
and ſecondly, That the intercęſſians of good 


men, their moſt retired and unknown 


applications to God in favour of other 


perſons, may be of real advantage, not 


only to thoſe who make them, but to 


thoſe alſo who are ſo happy as to be the 
ſubjects of their interceſſion. 
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PHILIP. iv. 6: 

BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING BUT IN 
EVERY THING BY PRAYER AND | 
.SUPPLICATION, WITH THANKS 


© GIVING, LET YOUR REQUESTY'BB 
MADE KNOWN UNTO GOD. 


T HE def gn of general pranks for 
| God's bleffing and protection is 
ſcarce conceivable, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
that the petition hath ſome power and 
efficacy to obtain that which is deſired; 
but the deſign of particular requeſts, or | 
ſuch as fix on a determinate” object, is, 

8 3 with - 


** R Pe OE 
« * ESA. 2 
N 9 
* -*. * 


6 . + '$ E RTM 0 N VAL”. 
without this ſuppoſition, utterly unin- 
telligible. : 


ow. 3. God is my witneſs, whom I ſerve with my 
9 Ke. ſhirit in the Goſpel of: bis Son, that without 
ceaſi ing I make mention of you ; always i in /] 
prayers making requeſt, (if by any means 
now at length I might have a proſperous 
journey by the will of God,) to come unto 
you: for ] long to ſee you. What earneſt- 
neſs is here in the Apoſtle! agitated be- 
tween fear and hope, and ſtruggling, as 
it were, with God, to try, if poſlibly, af- 
ter ſo much delay, and many diſappoint- 
ments, he might at length obtain what 
he had deſired ſo , 3:40 
0 Far * it os us to N the . i 
| duty of reſignation to the divine will; as 
it was very far from St. Paul's intention 

to ſuggeſt any thing in diſparagement of 
this ſublime virtue. Vet, ſurely, we 
may venture to affirm, that it would be 
1 an 


Cp > 
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an imperfect account of the deſign of 
theſe unceaſing ſupplications which were 
made by the Apoſtle, to ſay, That be was 
expreſſing his confidence in God, and aſſured 
expettation, with a fincere conſent on his 


part, "that be would'do what was beſt, and 


by the propereſt and moſt effetthal means 
| promote the greateſt good; * as' in other 

things, ſo particularly i in all that might 
relate to this journey to Rome. For is 
it not plain, that he repreſents his pray- 


ers on this ſubject, and his conſtancy | 
and perſeverance in them, as endeavours 
on his part, and means which he made 


uſe of for the accompliſhment of his de- 


fires? He made requeſt, he tells the Ro- 
mans, if by any means, it might be the will | 
of Gag that 1 mann come unto Phone. COS. 


 Therd « WA given to me, faith the ſame _ xii; 15 
A e in Ter place, a thorn in the 11% 


"0 Abernathy on the Divine Actribates.- Vol. TL: $: 11. 8 


pag. 409. Printed at London, 1746. 
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. 12785 fleſh, the meſſenger. of, Satan to. buffet ue. 


| 9 R MON. Vm 


For this thing ] beſaught the: Lord «thrige, 


How?. with what, purpoſe? was, it only 
that, he. might learn to confide. in lim? or 


ive his. conſent. to ſuffer ?: Take his own 
words: For this thing T. beſought. the Lord 


thrice, THAT AT * MIT ee 
: r ME. 4 | 


9 - ”46 $44 Ap 


It is nat 3 hut lach, prayers 


are nk, granted.: but you {gn what 


terms, and with what view; they, are 


; made; and.that by the beſt of men, whoſe 


eme are eee in Srfpäurs. 


= Well eben. it may be lad, (for Philoz 


| fopby:i is apt to be diſputatious,) if you 


are not content with expreſſing your 


conſent and confidence that God will do 


phat is beſt; you deſire him, perhaps, to 
. do otherwiſe; you aſk. him, to do hat is 
not beſt : and whether, anſwer me, doyou 5 


hope, or do you wiſh to Nc W. 
1 


= 7 "TT = Fam! L 
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* auen that God will do what is 


| beſt, whether we conſent; or na, and 


whether we pray or no; and though we 
fhould: refift; or blaſpheme him: that is, 
he will do what will be-7ben: beſt; what 
wall be ſitteſt for him to do, in that caſe; 
upon ſuppoſition that we do nothing, or 
nothing but What is wrong. But with. 
out Qur: pious: endeavours; and earneſt 
_ prayers: too, that beſt which he will do, 
will not be the beſt for us, we are ſure; 


nor ſo good, perhaps, as it een Wen 
—_ nen [74 


2 


a 


8 is — the Aalen fp FO: we: are 


told, to perſuade the ſupreme Being to alten 


| Bleſſed de; . name; FY 18 5 cares 5 


3 9 
89 


The. Univerſe is too. large an object, for: 


us to have in view. in our conduct. It 


4 19 | 
; 1. pag. 412. t Aber. pag. 409. 
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is for us; neem the comes nd our 


Kann if we ee not — FIG our b | 
all will ſtill be well. The infinite Wiſ 
dom may bring good out of evil. Our 
vice, and miſery, and that of others whom 
we have ruined, may be all made to con- 
tribute in his hands to this great end of 
Food. Vet, ſurely, it is in our power, it 
is our duty, it is his will, that we ſnould 
not contribute to the general good in 
this manner; but in another; by our vir- 
tue, and piety, and devotion; by doing 
what good we are able, and looking up 
to him for protection, and calling out 
to him for aſſiſtance. And we may hope, 


that ſuch a conduct as this, under the © 


government of his providence, will con- 
tribute alſo, and as much, at leaſt, as our 
vices or puniſhment would have done, 
to the end you ſpeak of, the greateſt ge- 
e good. And at the ſame time we 
5 have 
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have the comfort to know, that our vir- 
tue and piety will do good to ourſelves; 
and, we truſt, to others; as it is written, 5 
Thy 1 ickedneſs. may burt a man as thou art, job xixv; 

a thy eee * u _ oy ks man. 
| Bandes Was fk unto ach . A 2 ing g 
prophet Jſaiab came to him, and ſaid, Tus dd 
ſaith the Lord, Set thine houſe in order; for. © | 
thou ſhalt die, and not live. Then he turn-. © 
ed his face to the wall, and prayed. And k | 
it came to paſs, afore Iſaiah vas gone out 1 
into the middle court, that the word of the 
Lord came to him, ſaying, Turn again and + = 
tell Hezekiah, Thus ſaith the Lord, the God | 
of David thy father, I have heard thy pray- = 
er, I have ſeen thy tears: behold, I will heal 
thee. On the third day thou ſhalt go up un-. 8 
to the houſe of tbe Lord. And I will 1 -:: 445 
unto M 2 Men Wan W io ve”. . FI i 


Vid Hezekiah's prayer perfuade the . — 
freme Being to alter his megſures? 
| Befdes _- = 


* 
It 
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- Beſides the addition to His om ter 
of life, his ſupplications ſcem to have 
pProcuted alſo fabbur for his people. 7 

e add uus thy days frre year; and I 4 
i deliver thee, and this" city out of the 
Mp © band of the n of __” i _ 


= 
2 
| * 
_ 


11 ie added 1 cry,” 
1 and ſor my ſervant Das | 

vids ſake: The piety even of King Da- 

vid alſo comes in, you ſee, as ſome reafor? 

fil, fo long, long after his death; for 
1 en 


; 5. 5 | iy 75 5 1 £4 po" 
ee .” \ 
X — 


7 * LI ef * ? 1 4 


| Where ne ebenen 

human merit, and God's s goodneſs? pro- 
portions between our ſcanty virtue, and 
Eph. ii. thi ful of Him ther is able, and willing 
co, t db exceeding” abunduntiy, abb % 

that we, not only deſerve, but aft, or 
think?" What is the meaſure of his boun- 


un ty, „ 
and 


ll 


[1 % 


n Nn be oy e 1 RY WY 7 


* | "+ 


57 77 Mg 4 


bs. it * Wa eee eo ſa Neben. 


much of his thaughts and providence; a 


that he js „% t anger, and of great kinds 2 
ug? condemns unwillingly, forgives x11 a 31, 


with e r Aupioeth us lefe than owr inigute f abe . 


ties deſerve,. and far a little ſervice, or 2 7.10. 
light ajfliction, that is but for a moment, re- __ ix. 


pays us n e ind" our bis 

Hons mot: o Om 10 * 
Wen vn art a ne will 2 us no 

wrong let us. allow him to be as liberal 


8s: he pleaſes, and to whom he ſees fir: 


not ĩmitating the rebellious, and aſter- 
wards repining, Prophet; Who. wan, 


readily have been the meſſenger of God's 
wrath, but fon the fear of becoming the 


miniſter of his mercy. Becauſe ſixſcore 
thouſand perſons. that were innocent. 


and * more, probably, that were pe- 


nitent, 


and his dee ſw gore fo grin Kai, b. 


2 = E R ON vun 

Jonah ir is; nitent, periſhed noty ic difpleaſed 9 — 
| exceedingly, and he was very angry; 
pPlvKhining to his Maker, even of his _ 
0 neſs, and reproachintgz bim with! his diſ- 
| Polen; to forgive: O Lord, was not this 
; & 2 my ſaying? T-knew, that thou art\ a gracious 
Cod and merciful. Therefore, now, O Lord; 

r= Uh * 4 befeech there, my k rfe from. me; for it 
0 EI nenen nt rey live. „n 


. 


er e W 3D 0's. 
ho eee RY fovki — | 
Judge and Lord is not man; mean, and 
petulant, reven geful, inexorable; and 
I cruel: bearing in mind the offenes, 

perhaps the flips and follies of his crea- 
ll ttures for ever, and treaſuring up all 
1 their een an ven- 
F | . * > 03% ingen A 18” "4 
190: 30 3 Tibet 
Vet the Kon or the aſh heated, 
even among men, relax and ſoften at the 
miſeries, at the ſupplications of thoſe, 
Ro are brought don and humbled be- 
fore 


T | _ — —— — — = = 
CO CE AN — z ů —ꝛů ——¶— - 
o 
* - 
- 
— 


err nan» Pew —— 


R RMoOwNg un yg 
fore\thens:/and.if —_ not pardon, 
wan with a tear. 10 3 9444 


=—_ QL 


397. wha td « A1 1 1 0 * 
, . more is vhe SY nigb Pf. 145. 
5 unte all ibem ibat call upon lim, that call! 
22 him 2 aithfully. He toill fulfil the defite 
of tbem that fear bim; be will heur their = 
cry, and will Belp them. dee 9 


— 


— 


= — - — 
2 r - 
- 4 TIE ES at I 
T 
. 


- 
— 


Thou ſhalt: call, and the Lord 0 i 
thou Malt cry, and be ſhall ſay, bere I am. 
Nay; it ſhall come to paſt, ſaith the Lord; ri, xv. 

that before they" call, I will anfwer;" and = 
whiles they are yet ſpeaking, I will wa ugh | i 
My thoughts are not your thoughts,” me Tſai. Iv. 
ther are your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord: . 1 
for as the heavens are higher than the earth, | 

| ſo are my ways higher than your ways, and 

"y Rs than par * 


ki. 


- . 
* 
3 2 — Es AC 
5 = => > ES LES. . 
n 12 


All the FR that is on earth om 
one man towards another, the fidelity of a 


friend, 


- friend, the piry ef a father, the fend 
ſolicitude of the moſt tender mother for 


RM ON Vir 


her offspring, do but faintly repreſent 
the love of God to Men. And is it a 
r —— — ; 
are before him, their wants weighted in 
bis balance, e ere, 
| book? a9, n Ns bra ot; (3 


| Ki, a. Dien Kidde 0 Land bath forſaken me, 


14, &c. 


and my Lord bath forgotten me. Cm u 6: 


man forget ber fucking cbilu, that ſhe ſhould 
nat hæve compaſſion on thi ſor of ber md? 


Kai, ball. (Riv Sins Ns in and bos 18 frm 


. 


thee, 


W 


> | 
3 


the babitatior. of thy holineſs; and of. thy. 


Flory: where is thy zeal, and thy frengrb, 


the founding. of thy bowels, and of thy" mers 


cies towards me? are they reſtrained? 


Doubtlefs, thow art our Farber, though A. 
3 be ignoram 'of ut, and a: 


know 


* M ON vi. 


knowledge us not : Thou, O Lord, art our 


n.. our Redeemer. MT Or 


You ſee, both what ow ſſions Als 


mighty God condeſcends to make of his 


good will to men; and with what zea- 


Tous importunity pious perſons at all 
times have called upon him in prayer, 
by a multitude of titles laying claim to 


his attehtion. And were they only en- 
deavouring to work upon their own 


temper and affections? Did they hope 


for nothing directly from him, of whom 


they aſked ſo much? Or were their hopes 


vain and groundleſs? and theſe holy 
perſons ignorant of the true nature and 


deſign of prayer? Is there no real founda- 
tion in Religion for the expectations they 


ſeem to have entertained? and were 


theſe Prophets and Saints, with reſpect 
to the efficacy of their petitions, in no 
better condition than the idolatrous 


worſhippers of the god Baal? They cried 
H aloud, 


an! _ \ 
———=_ ,| | 


I Kings 
xviii. 28, 


98 


2 


as you can: the more good you do, the 
more you ſhall receive. Nothing will 


* 


8 E R M ON Vm. 
aloud, and cut themſelves after their manner 


with knives and lancets, till the blood guſhtd 
out upon them : but there was neither voice, 
nor any to anſiwer, nor any that regarded. 


o „ 2] 


Be as good and virtuous as you pleaſe, 


be loſt: not the ſmalleſt particle of your 
Piety and Virtue ſhall fall to the ground 


and periſh; but all be ſafely laid up for 
e in the book of God's remembratice. * 


But bone fare to rented, younſelees, 
an ample and abundant recompenſe for 


every poſſible degree of your own good- 


neſs; ſuffer the overflowings of his boun- 
ty to reach even to the leſs deſerving; 


to thoſe perhaps whoſe calamities alone 
recommend them to his pity, or for 
whom nothing can be alleged, that you 
know of, but that they deſire to be for- 


given. Call him not too ſtrictly to ac- 


count 


SERMON VII. 


count for his condeſcenſions: give him 


leave to be liberal, even without rule: 
and let the dogs be fed with the crumbs, that 
fall from their maſter's table. di 


Or, if he muſt apologize for this re- 
dundancy of his mercy, he hath already 


99 


Matt. xv. 


27. 


done it. Son, thou art ever with me, Luke xv; 


and all that 1 have is thine: while I for- 
give thy brother's faults, can I forget 
thy obedience? being witneſs of my 
- goodneſs; rely at leaſt upon my juſtice: 
add to thy many virtues, this higheſt 
grace of kindneſs to the undeſerving, 
and divine joy at their amendment? 
is meet, that we ſhould make merry and be 
glad: for this thy brother was dea Aud is 
alive again; and was loft, and is found. 
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31, 32. 
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18 AIAH li. 12. 
HE BARE THE SIN OF MANY, AND 


MADE INTERCESSION FOR THE 
TRANSGRESSORS. © 


N the charitable and holy exerciſe of 
Interceſſion, Chriſtians may mutually 


confer and receive the ſame: kindneſs ; 


and by means of this happy interchange - 
of pious offices, each perſon reap the 


benefit of the devotions of all. 


The efficacy alſo of our devout appli- 


- cations to the common Father of us all 
18 increaſed by their union: ſo that we 


© oy may 


* 


e 


* . 2 7 * * _ o 
rns * 
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EY may ſafely adopt the Preacher's maxim, 
Feel. iv. Tf one prevail againſt him, two ſpall with. 
„fand him; and @ threefold cord is not quick- 
on OAT? 


Nay, our Lord goes ſo far, as to af. 
| cribe to this union of our requeſts an 
Matt. efficacy irreſiſtible : I ſay unto you, that if 
xviii. 19. 20 of you Hall agree an earth, as touching 

any thing, chat they ſpall aſk; it Hall be done 
ff tht of of Fa ee i in Howe. 


There is ſomething in Interceſſion ſo 
pPeculiarly pleaſing to Almighty God, 
aid prevalent with him; that a good man 
will obtain more; it almoft ſeems, for 
another, than he is able to do by the 
moͤſt importunate application for himſelf, 


The Angels, that were ſent to deſtroy 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Sen. xix. brought forth Lot, and faid, Eſcape for 
. thy lie; look not behind thee, neither flay 
£5 * thou 


5 


thou in all the Plain; z. eſcape to the mautain, 


ft thau be conſumed, And Lot ſaid. unto 


them, Oh not fo, my Lord; behold ngw, thy 
ſervant hath found grace in thy. fight, and 
thoy haſt magn! ified thy. Mercy, which thou haft 
Foot unto me in ſaving my 5 e an I 


w SS @T %&# WY 


Fo 413 


het n me 1 50 thither, (i 16 it not a little one ?) 
and my foul ſhall live. And be ſaid unto 
him, See, I have accepted thee concerning 


this thing, that I will not overthrow. this 


FILES YS, 


| eich, for the bi ch thou haſt ſpoken. | 


What an a inflance 3 is s this of the — 
of prayer! a city, and ſuch a city, ſaved 
from deſtruction, ſnatched,; as it were, 

from under the impending ſtroke, by ng 
| amendment or repentance of the inhabit. 
ants, but by the violence of prayer, and 
againſt che will, if we might dare to lay 
it, of the Divine Avenger. Haſte thee, 
H 4 X ſays 


104 
| ſays he, eſcape thither ; for I cannot do any 
ttzhing, till thou be come thither. The hands, 
you ſee, of the Hoſt of Heaven are 
bound down by the predominant autho- 
rity of a good man's petitions :' I CAN- 
NOT do any zhing, ral thou be come thither. 


6 BB 
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And yet, this very Lot himſelf; (and 


wonder not ; or rather, wonder indeed, 


as you muſt, when you contemplate 
| thoſe judgments which are unſearchable ; 
* let not your aſtoniſhment extinguiſh 
your religion, but inflame and ftrengthen 
it: This very Lot himſelf,) ſo Juſt, ſo 
righteous, ſo powerful with God, was yet 


indebted for his own life to the interceſ- 


B ſions of another perſon. For thus it is 


6 | written, It came to paſs; when God deflroy-' | 
ed the cities of the plain, that God remem- 


bered Abraham, ond ſent Lot out "of the 
. midſt of the overthrow, when he overthrew 
| a cities in * Which Lot dwelt. | 


But 


— 222 


* 8 2 4 Fn 
© "Wa 


| ? SERMON I. „ 
TE But the power of prayer and inter- 
KkLeſſion appears with ſtill more dignity in 
the example of Moſes; who ſo often 
ſtepped in between the people of Ifraet, 
5 and their incenſed Lord, and averted 
_ the puniſhment prepared for their moſt 
incorrigible obſtinacy. The ſupreme 
Being ſometimes, like one whoſe power 
was ſubject to the control of another, 
begs, and, I had almoſt ſaid, bribes this 
holy man not to interpoſe his irreſiſtible 
nterceſſion, but permit him to take ven- 
geance : Let me alone, that my wrath may Exod. 
| wax bot againſt them, and that I may con- i. 10. 
e and I will make of wok cnt 45 
nation. 


And at another time, when this Di- 
vine wrath had broken forth, Moſes faid, Numb. a 
take a cenſer, and put fire therein from of 75, 48 45 8. 
tbe altar : — And Aarun took, as Moſes 
commanded, and ran into the midſt of the 
congregation ; and behold, the plague Ws 


begun 


Renee 


9 9 
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ö \} 
8 , 


begun among the people; and be put on-in- 
cenſe, and made an atonement for the people. 
And he flood between the dead and the living, 

dad the plague was, ſtayed,” No; ſtudied | 

pomp. of deſcription ever reached the 

majeſty-and terror compriſed in theſe few. 


plain words; He flood between the dead 


and the laing; e, . 


There 19 but one Intercefſor, that can 
be. named after the illuſtrious example 
of Moſes; and that is He, of whom 
Moſes was the ſervant and the type; that 
great High Prieſt and Sacrifice, who is 

Heb. vii, the mediator of a better covenant ; and who, 
©: 1 ix, not by the blood of goats and calves, but by 
12. is own blood entered in once into the holy 
1 place, having obtained eternal redemption 
| Heb. ix. for us. Once, in the end of the world bath 
1 appeared to put away fin by the Jacriice 
| Heb. vii. f ad yet be ever liveth to 0 Hake in- 


5 | | Here, 


Ca 
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Here, here then muſt you 4 if you 
would behold the efficacy of interceſſion / 
in it's full light and glory. Here is an 
interceſſion, by the virtue of which all 
other interceſſions, all prayers, and all 
good works are 9 and . — 
given. bi 


«7 


Lock up to che eroſs; a there you 
may behold One interpoſing between a 


world of ſinners and the ſentence of 
everlaſting payer are 


But wherefore art thou red in thine 2 in 
apparel? and thy garments like him that + 
treadeth in the wine-fat I have troden the 
Wine-preſs alone- 3— the wine-preſt of” the Rev. xix. ; 
fiercensſs and wrath of Almi ghiy un. OE 


See, on him falls all the beamer 
of the innumerable offences of all; Al! Ini. Un. 
ve, like ſheep, have gone aftray ; and the Lord ©: 
my laid on him the iniquity of us all. He 

ſuffers, 


bits 
. 


3 ON M. 
ſiuffers, when we have ſinned; ane dies, 
that we may live. 8 


1 hither your obj ons. to the | 
divine government, your mighty demon- 
ſtrations concerning man's merit, and 
the utter inſignificance of every other 
conſideration or offering. Weary. of 

diſputing, come, lay all your difficulties 
upon this altar; and they will be con- 
ſumed at once in the flame of Love. 


Conſider, not cally” the 1 or ra- 

328 43, ther the length and breadth immeaſurable, 
af the Redeemer's love to men; but alſo 

the freedom and generoſity of "Ei affec- 
Rom.v.8. tion. It was while we were yet ſinners, that 
| Chriſt died for us. We had not deferved 
ſeo much kindneſs, nor any; but on the 
ver. 10. contrary, were enemies to him by our evil 
- deeds, when. he undertook and accom- 
pliſhed, at the expenſe of his own blood, 

this aſtoniſhing redemption. 
May. 
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Nay, even more: — and yet what more | 
can be done, or can be. imagined- than 
this; to ſuffer, and to die for the love 
of thoſe that hate us? He, the Redeemer 
of men, was not by his: nature liable to 
this ſuffering and ſorrow. He was in f 
Flory with the Father, before the world was; John ol 
he was with God, and was God: but he Jobs 1 
became man: he” allied our nature, 
that he might be capable of it's calamiĩ- 
ties; and took on him a body, on pur- 
poſe to be crucified. He breaks through 
the limits and natural diſtinction of Be- 
ings, and is driven to the neceſſity of this 
moſt aſtoniſhing of all miracles, that it 
might be poſſible to ſuffer pain, and 
want, and ignominy; to be afflicted and 
ſcorned; to undergo all the calamities 
incident to the moſt unfortunate of our 
ſpecies, all the exquiſite torments which 
the moſt criminal can incur: and from 
Aj men; from men, inſenſible and blind. 
But he pities, and till loves you. Your 


injuſtice 


s 5 E R If 0 IX. 


injuſtioe and cruelty make no alteration 
in his heart: though his ſtrength may 
fail with his wounds, his affection is 
till vigorous: as he hangs bleeding on 
the croſs, in agonies beyond utter- 
ance, - whach ſeparate. his ſoul from the 
body, and will deliver him ſoon: from all 
Wu can do; hearken! his breath expires 
: wks. in interceſſions for you; Father, Forgive 
= __ 3+ thew:; 7 ry ow not e Ie a0. 


And will you do 9 now in re- 
turn, or in acknowledgement at leaſt of 
| ſo much kindneſs? — Ves; what is pro- 
Titus fl. per for us to do? Live ſoberly, ri ghte- 
"2 toufly,rand godly in this-preſent world; it is 
ttuthe very leſſon, which, the Apoſtle tells 
ver. 11. Us, the grace f God which: bringeth ſalua- 
tion teacheth: diſcharge your duty to 
God, your neighbour, and yourſelves; 

and in general, keep God's command- 
ments. — This, indeed, is doing a great 
deal; and may imply many things, that 
> will 


S E RMO N 
will. be laborious and difficult to us. 
And ſhould you not be willing to ſub- 
mit to labour and difficulties; when at 
the ſame time that you expreſs your gra- 
titude to the Redeemer, you are con- 


curring with him in his n for Re 


overlaſiin g ſalvation? 


W Ss a SO & 


But come; ſince you are ſo much a- 
fraid of hardſhips in religion, there is a 
way, known indeed to few, one ſecret 
way of: avoiding: them. ee Ie 


How? and 0 ſaved? 


th elſe, I am ſure, the weber will be 


worth little. But you are too well in- 
ſtructed in ſound principles of piety, to 
think there can be any ſafe way of ob- 


taining a ſhare in that happineſs which 


the Redeemer has purchaſed, without 


ſubmitting to the burden of obeying his 
commandments. However, you are de- 
ſirous 


III 


„ 


1 3 it: in 3 it is it is Love. 


Tove him; and then your obedience will 


be no burden to you. The commands of 


Chriſt muſt be obeyed : but you may be 
caſed: of what is troubleſome and diffi- 
cult in this obedience, if you can get 


your heart touched with this divine * 


* 


** 
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e of love is capable of producing 


in thoſe perſons, whoſe hearts are tender, 
and ſuſceptible of deep impreſſions: how 


great an alteration it makes, not only in 


the courſe of their conduct, but in their 
very ſenſations and judgment. They 


think nothing too much, which they can 
do, or undergo, for the ſake of the be- 
loved perſon. They give up their o.]ↄn 
inclination and intereſt, even with plea- 
ſure. The hardeſt things become eaſy, 

the moſt irkſome offices delightful, near 
the object of their affection. They are 


not 
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not tired of their aſſiduities, or greedx 
of any recompenſe for them: happy, ſo 
long as they are able to pleaſe ; and am- 


ply rewarded in the very performance, 
and the N e of their ſervices. | 


Hor n are thoſe who ſerve for h 
hire! No matter how little they do, pro- 
vided you will but be content with it. 

There is in their motions a fluggiſhneſs, 

a reluctance, that perpetually demands 
the ſpur. In brief, they are not ſerving 
you, but themſelves: neither fide is 

pleaſed: your buſineſs is but ill diſcharg- 

ed; and their employment is one conti- 
5 . ſtruggle againſt difneulties. 


nr excellent things have been 
ſpoken, and very juſtly, of many excel- 
lent graces and virtues: but there 1s none 
of them to be compared with that, which 
is here recommended to you. It is the Matt. 
2 and great commandment : it is that, on * 3% 
F | I | which 


| 


Matt, Which hang. all the law and the prophets; 
. 40. and that, finally, on which above all things 
n own eee TORR 


i 


Ws 4 her be nine NAY which I hoe cluded 


ys Tone; in mine heart to be happy; and the tenth I © 


will utter with my tongue. A man that hath 
joy of his children, and be that liveth to ſee 
the fall of bis enemy; that dwelleth with a 
wife f underſtanding, and that hath not 
ſlipped with his tongue; that hath not ſerved 
a man more unworthy than himſelf; that 


hath found prudence ; that ſpeaketh in the 
ears of him that will hear :\. byw great is be 
that findeth wiſdom ? and none (of theſe) is, 
above bim that feareth the Lord: but the 
7 Loves of the Lord paſſeth all things; be 
that boldeth it, to whom ſhall he be likened ? 


To none indeed on earth: but he may 

be likened to thoſe happy Spirits above, 
that encompaſs the throne of God; who 
ſeeing him as he 1 is, are filled with his 


love, 


2 
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love, and with the light of his counten- _ 
ance. And he ſhall be joined in due 
time to their ſociety; and with them 
worſhip, ſerve, and poſſeſs, the ſupreme 
Object of his affections; the ſource and 

author of every thing, that is fair, and 
good, and lovely; and the boundleſs ocean, 
to which it all returns, and in which it 


will be ſwallowed UP, and yet not nt; 
for ever, | 


l5 


E . 


(mp Y 
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1 
— * . * tt att ates... Mt at. hs. ts . 


MATT. vi. 9, 10, 1 12, 14. 
AFTER THIS MANNER THEREFORE 
PRAY YE: OUR FATHER, WHICH 
ART IN HEAVEN; HALLOWED BE 
THY NAME; THY KINGDOM COME 3 
5 THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, A8 
IT IS IN HEAVEN; GIVE US THIS 
DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FOR- 
GIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FOR- 
GIVE OUR DEBTORS; AND LEAD 
US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL; FOR 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND 
THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, 

: FOR EVER. AMEN. 


F all the applications to the ſu- 
AZ preme Being which are extant, 
. 13 and 


„ 
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and are of a general nature, not receiv- 
ing an additional force from the uncom= _ 


mon or moving circumſtances of thoſe 


John vii. 


46. 


man. 


who made them; this now before us, the 
Prayer of our Lord, is undoubtedly the 
beſt, being at the ſame time the moſt 
rational, and the moſt devout. It would 


have been ſo eſteemed by all judges, if 


the name of it's author had been never 
known to us: ſo that whether we have 
an eye to the preaching, or the prayer 
of our Redeemer, the obſervation is e- 
qually juſt, T hat never man 4 like this | 


; 1 


Our Lord's prayer, as it is uſually ob- 


ſerved, conſiſts of fix petitions > yet of 


theſe ſix, the three firſt can hardly be 
called by that name; being more pro- 


Perly acts or expreſſions of Adoration, 
Obedience, Submiſſion; by which we 


render honour to the Divine Being, and 
give up ourſelves, along with the whole 
5 -  crea- 
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_ creation, to his governmentand:difpoſalz 
before we preſume to offer any: requeſts 
in our own favour, even for the ſupply 
of our moſt neceſſary wants, or the for- 
giveneſs of our fins, 
There is a propriety in this. The in- 
habitants of Heaven, when they worſhip 
him that liveth for ever and ever, caſt 
their crowns before his throne, ſaying; 
Thou art wort hy, O Lord, to receive glory, Rev. iv. 
and honour, and power ; for thou haſt created 3 
all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and 
were created: they reſt not day and night, 
ſaying, holy, boly, holy, Lord God Almighty. ver. 8. 
And although in this preſent ſtate of in- 
firmity and want, it 1s very allowable for 


us, and our duty to let our requeſts be made Phil.iv.6, 


known unto. God, and to join our ſuppli- 
cations to our thankſgivings; yet let us 
take care that they be ſo joined. It will 
be unbecoming, and argue a very wrong 
diſpoſition of mind in us, if we never 
14 draw 
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draw near to the throne of grace, ribs 
in our diſtreſs; and having received ſo 


8 many benefits, remember nothing in the 


the Divine * b our , 
alone. | | 


| God is the Father of the Univerſe : 
all nature owes it's being and ſupport to 
Him.. He bears a nearer degree of the 
ſame relation to all ſpiritual Beings, en- 


dowed with intelligence, and capable of 
virtue; who have received a greater por- 
tion of his kindneſs and care; and ſhew, 
or may do, a ſtronger reſemblance of 
their Divine Parent. Of man in parti- 


Luke i ui. 
38. 


cular it is faid, that he was created in 


the image of God, and he is ſtyled his for. 


A good man may with ſtill better hopes 


make uſe of this endearing appellation; 


3. 


5 and a good Chriſtian above all: He is 
John iii, 


born again, from above, by the operation 


of the ſame Divine Spirit, by which the 
Eternal Word was 1 — and be- 


\ Came 


# 
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came the Redeemer of men: and he is 

made an beir of God, and joint=beir with Rom. viii. 

Cbriſt: by whom he is taught and au- 
thorized, as he is prompted by that Spi- 
rit, to lay claim to the relation, and in 


his applications to en of all a 
to ſay: 


ABA, Father ; Thou author, preſerv- Rom. vit 
ä er, ſupport, of my being, life, hopes, and 15. 
happineſs; who haſt brought me into this 
world, thy work; and redeemed me by 
thy only begotten Son, through thy Ho- 
ly Spirit, to an eternal inheritance in 
Heaven; I acknowledge thy authority, 
and thy affection, with reverence and 
gratitude: I on thy paternal power 
and tenderneſs, and approach thy pre- 
ſence with the ſentiments of a ſon; with 
fear, and love, and joy. Thus embold- 
| ened, I raiſe my thoughts from earth to 
heaven; I look up to that celeſtial ſeat, 
where thou haſt dwelt from eternity, 
„ en- 
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enthroned i in maj jeſty above all height) 
and clothed with light which no eye can 
bear to behold. But though thy glory is 
unſearchable, and I cannot fee thee as 
thou art; yet ſo much, at leaſt, I can 
diſcern of thee by thy image, expreſſed 
in thy word, and reflected from thy 


works; that thou art great, and juſt, 


Lev. x. 3. and holy. Thou wilt be ſanctiſed in 


them that come nigb tbee. Thou requireſt 
truth in the hearts of thy worſhippers ; 
and that the lips which preſume to utter 


thy hallowed name, be free both from 


impurity and fraud. May the number 
be multiplied without meaſure, of ſuch 


-Mal.i.11, as preſent this zncenſe to thy name, and a 


pure offering : and Oh! that my voice 
alſo might be heard among thoſe, who 
thus adore thee! But alas! we have 


been enemies to our God; rebels to thy 


rightful ſway: we have followed the dic- 
tates of pride and paſſion; have been ſe- 
duced by the Tempter, led aſtray by our 


2 
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own corrupt mind, or by the wiles of 
others; and thy world hath lain under 
the power of the evil one: how long, O Eph. ii. 2. 
Lord, Holy and True? The time will 
ſurely come, (let it come ſpeedily!) when 
thy juſt dominion ſhall be univerſally 
acknowledged, in every region, by every 
heart; when Thou ſhalt reign unrivalled 
in all thy works; and the uſurped autho- 
rity of that Apoſtate Spirit, which divides 
and deforms thy kingdom, be utterly 
deſtroyed for ever. In Heaven, thy will 
is the inviolable law: Myriads of mini- 

ſters encircle thy throne, who ceaſe not 
day and night to celebrate and to ſerve 
Thee, with uninterrupted praiſes, and 
unerring obedience. Oh] that ſuch fi- 
delity were found on earth that the ſons 
of men did even now reſemble that celeſ- 
tial ſociety, to which they hope hereafter 
to be united! were animated with the 

like holy ardent zeal, and could give 7 
GIO to God with the ſame entire 

Ng devo- 
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Ievorcn | We are blind and vain, but 


> Thou art wife and good. Wiſe therefore 
in thy wiſdom, ſecure under thy care, 
great and happy in humility and ſubjec- 


tion, we have no wiſhes but in Thee. | 
Our whole deſire and glory is to be, to 
do, to ſuffer whatever Thou art pleaſed 


to appoint. During our paſſage through 


this periſhable ſtate, we truſt, and know, 


that Thou who gaveſt us life, wilt give 


us alſo all ſuch things as are neceſſary for 


it's ſupport: and we aſk no more. But 


Ohl leave us not deſtitute of that bread, 
<vhi ch cometh down from 


| Heaven, Let our 
ſouls be bn by thy wo eh and or- 


dinances; that we may grow in grace, 


and be made partakers of a life which 
will never end. Wealth, fame, and 
power, be they freely theirs, to whoſe lot 
they fall let our riches be repoſited in 
Heaven: the object of our ambition is 


the light of thy countenance, even the 


6 and — of God, —— 
What 
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What have I ſaid? Ah me! can I hope 
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| to be juſtiſied, when J am judged? dare 


I truſt to that fiery trial? will my life, 
or will my heart endure the inſpection of 


thy pure eye? But there is mercy with 


Thee. Let me appeal from the ſeverity 
of thy Juſtice, and lay hold on this an- 


chor of my hopes. Pity, where Thou 


canſt not approve; and pardon that, 
which muſt offend. Then ſhall my life 


bear teſtimony to my thankful heart; 
and that gratitude, which extends not to 
Thee, ſhall overflow on men. How juſt 
is it, that I ſhould ſhew to them that 
mercy, which I aſk, and want! I bleſs 


thee for thy goodneſs, and I feel the 


conſtraint of Love; and do now from the > Cor. v. 


bottom of my-heart; naked before that “ 


Preſence, from which no thought is hid, 
moſt freely forgive all thoſe, who by word 


or deed, knowingly or ignorantly, have 
offended or have injured me. I relin- | 
quiſh all my claims to vengeance. PF 
bury from this moment, for ever in ob- 
lvion, | 


" 
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ion, all offences, and the very remem- 
brance of reſentment: And do moſt ar- 


dently deſire, that the ſenſe of thy divine 
and boundleſs love may kindle in my 


breaſt a flame of thankfulneſs to Thee, 


which no time can quench; and an af- 


fection to men, which no provocation, 


no wrongs can conquer. May this prin- 
ciple of love live in my heart, and direct 


and animate my actions. IL am willing 
it ſhould be called forth and cultivated 
by exerciſe and diſcipline: and whatever 


trials or ſufferings thy wiſdom ſees fit for 


this happy end, I cheerfully embrace 
them. Shew me no hurtful indulgence. 


I decline no danger for thy glory, for the 
;Þ good of men, for the improvement of 
my virtue. Vet remember that T am but 

duſt. Be Thou near me in thoſe perilous 
moments. Let not the ſtorms of trouble 
and trial overwhelm me. Strengthen my 
Failing faith. When I fink, ſtretch forth 


thy hand. I rely on thy Providence and 


"Grace; that Thou wilt deliver me from 


the 


8 E RM UN. 
the danger, or ſupport me under it. Save 
me from ſin, from the great enemy of 
fouls, and from eternal miſery. 


Theſe, Lice, are the requeſts, which my 


heart pours out unto Thee. But Thou 


ſeeſt the wants, which it doth not know; 


Thou heareſt the deſires, it cannot utter. 
Give us what is good, though we aſk it 


not: and mercifully deny, when we pray 
for evil. 


My ſoul falls down with the loweſt 
reverence before thy throne, adding it's 
little homage to the profound adorations 
and triumphant Halleluiahs of the whole 
hoſt of Heaven, and all thy Saints on 
earth: Power and Honour be to Thee, 
Dominion and Glory, infinite and ever- 


laſting, my Lord, my Father, and my God. 
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